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The University Honors College (UHC) is the home at OSU for high-achieving 
undergraduate students. These are the missions of the UHC: 

• To serve the needs and aspirations of high-potential undergraduate students; 
• To deliver an enhanced curriculum featuring small classes and talented and 

dedicated faculty; 
• To enable meaningful and impactful undergraduate research/scholarship 

experiences that leverage OSU’s strengths in the three thematic areas; and 

• To deliver on institutional and student promise by conferring the Honors 
Baccalaureate, OSU’s most prestigious undergraduate degree and one of just a 
few such degrees available anywhere. 

UHC students boast top-tier credentials upon arrival, enjoy spectacular academic and 
community opportunities while at OSU, and depart leadership-ready. To the extent that 
graduates are OSU’s greatest contribution to the state and to society, Honors graduates 
are a premium component of that contribution. 
 
2009-2010   PROGRAMMATIC ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
1. Key Initiatives and Noteworthy Outcomes 

 
A. Student engagement and success 

• 603 students were enrolled in the University Honors College for Fall Term, 2009. 
• During the 2009-2010 academic year the UHC conferred 103 Honors 

Baccalaureate degrees to 89 students from seven academic colleges.  Students in 
the College of Science earned 36 degrees, followed by 27 degrees in Engineering, 
16 in Liberal Arts, 10 in Health and Human Science, 6 in Business and Agricultural 
Sciences, and 2 in Forestry.  Up to 11 additional students are expected to 
complete the Honors Baccalaureate during Summer Term, 2010. 

• First-year retention rates (95% 09/10, 91.8% seven yr. av.) and six-year 
graduation rate (84.6% 04/05 class, 87.4% seven yr. av.) for students who enter 
the UHC remain high. 1 

• The UHC took the lead on a successful proposal to the National Science 
Foundation to provide scholarships to community college transfer students 
admitted to the UHC.  The project runs for five years and will provide 20 students 
each year with scholarships of up to $5,000. 

• Faculty participation continued to grow with 76 faculty members, representing 33 
departments across campus, teaching 141 sections of UHC courses in the 2009-
2010 academic year.  Eighteen of these faculty members were first-time 
instructors for the University Honors College.  Twenty also served as primary 
mentors for Honors theses. 

                                                 
1 http://groups.google.com/group/honors-college-metrics?hl=en 
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• The following bar graphic shows the distribution of UHC students and courses 
offered by college for 2009-2010. The College of Science (COS) continues to be 
the leading provider of Honors coursework, and the College of Engineering (COE) 
enrolls the largest number of students in the UHC. 

 
 

 
 
Exit interviews for graduating seniors are conducted in person with an Academic 
Advisor or online before graduation. The exit survey covers the thesis process, the UHC 
experience, student accomplishments, and plans for the future.   
 
Exit Survey Statistics for 2009-2010 
 
50% of graduates completed the exit survey.  
 
UHC graduates who completed the exit survey listed the following post-graduate 
plans: 45% graduate school, 25% employment (including service opportunities such 
as AmeriCorps and the New Teacher Project), 9% professional schools (medical, 
dental, law, etc.), with the remaining students traveling and pursuing other interests. 
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Quotes from exit surveys: 

 
“The UHC gave me more room to realize my potential academically. There are 
others like you. I felt more at home with the workload – it’s OK to do more; it gave 
me an excuse to overachieve.” Travis Moore 
 
“Because the UHC is like a small college within a college, I've met some of my best 
friends here. I truly got a very unique experience that differs from my friends 
outside of the honors college.” Whitney Humphrey 
 
“It made my college experience! It anchored me, provided me extra scholarships, 
work, public speaking opportunities, research access, classes, professor 
relationships, and friends. I wouldn't have attended OSU without knowing about the 
UHC first.” Tim Karplus 
 
“It helped expand my horizons beyond just what I was studying in my major. I had 
gotten most of my bac core classes done with within my first year, but was still able 
to take classes outside my field of study through the honors college. It also helped 
me learn about how little I know about topics that I was hardly exposed to.” Daniel 
Gruss 
 
“Thank you so much! This has truly been a rewarding experience on which I will 
fondly reflect for the rest of my life.” Justin Gibson 

 
“I looked at undergraduate studies just as ‘school’, but the UHC, with its diverse 
elective and colloquia classes, really made me think outside the box and helped me 
grow as a person.” Belinda Liau 

 
“I had to work alone on my project a majority of the time because I went into the 
lab at odd hours to be able to keep my class and work schedule going. My mentor 
adjusted her schedule and took time out of her busy schedule whenever I was 
available. She really went above and beyond all my expectations.” Whitney 
Humphrey 

 
Events continue to be a focus of the Honors community.  The UHC hosted some 20 
events in the 2009-2010 academic year with a total attendance topping 1700.  Many of 
our events – such as the “Dean & Friends” conversation series, our Presidential Forum 
“United through Divisions,” and the Women’s Symposium on “Pioneers of Science: 
Women Explorers” – encouraged UHC students to think about their place within their 
chosen field and within the greater campus community.  Other events, like thesis 
workshops, community service projects (in 09/10, caroling at a local home for the 
elderly, OSU Food Drive events, and the Relay for Life), and recreational events were 



         

  5

designed to develop the internal UHC community and enhance students’ Honors 
experience and engagement. 
 
UHC students were also active in several student groups including the Honors 
Advisory and Activities Committee; the UHC student newspaper, The Chronicle; and 
Honors Envoys, the UHC student recruitment team. 
 
B. Research and its impact 

• Under the direction of dedicated faculty mentors, Honors students write senior 
theses that represent more than undergraduate excellence: honors scholars 
contribute materially to human knowledge.  Appendix 1 provides a sample of the 
diversity of Honors scholarship as embodied in the Honors thesis.  All UHC theses 
are available through the ScholarsArchive digital collection of the Valley Library at 
OSU: http://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/jspui/handle/1957/7  
a. In the 2009-2010 academic year the UHC had 60 first-time faculty thesis 

mentors. 
b. OSUF funds totaling more than $8,000 were distributed to UHC students to 

offset expenses related to the thesis and the presentation of thesis results at 
professional meetings. 

• New UHC coursework highlighted ongoing research and scholarship within the 
three thematic areas.  Examples include: 
a. Oregon Outback Tour (John Buckhouse, CAS) 
b. Affirmative Action in Obama’s America (Rorie Solberg and Marisa Chappell, 

CLA) 
c. Families and Poverty (Leslie Richards, HHS) 

 
C. Outreach and engagement 

• The UHC welcomed 174 new students in Fall Term, 2009. A further 252 of OSU’s 
top new undergraduates are slated to arrive in Fall Term, 2010.  Seventy-two out 
of 185 high school admissions shared their class rank information with us, and 69 
were above the 90th percentile.  Twenty-three of the 72 students who reported 
data were first in their graduating class.  The average high school GPA of our 
incoming students is 3.93 (un-weighted average on a 4.0 scale), and the average 
SAT score is 1995. 

• The following chart illustrates that the number of applications to the UHC reached 
a record high this year.  Growth remains strong in all three sectors. 
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D. Community and Diversity 

• Following its diversity action plan, the UHC places an emphasis on recruiting 
members of underrepresented groups.  The percentage of minorities in the 
University Honors College continues to outpace the percentage in the general 
student population.  For the incoming class, 45 students (18%) are Asian (25), 
Hispanic (11), Indian (2), African American (2), or Middle Eastern (1). 

• The UHC sponsored a team of four UHC students to conduct research under the 
direction of Dr. Ping-Hung Hsieh, Associate Professor of Quantitative Methods in 
the College of Business, focused on a comparative analysis of the business 
practices of Oregon companies who conduct business with companies in Taiwan.  
Students prepared interview questions during the Winter Term, interviewed 
Oregon-based companies during Spring Term, and traveled to Taiwan to conduct 
interviews immediately following Spring Term finals.  Final results will be 
presented to OSU faculty and students in written and multimedia formats during 
Fall Term, 2010. 

• Twelve students, including those working on the Taiwan business practices 
research, were funded by the DeLoach Work Scholarship Program during FY 
2010, with total financial awards of $16,000 ($11,085 actually spent).  Other 
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examples of DeLoach Program projects include the development of new materials 
for two dendrology classes in the College of Forestry and the creation of a 
bioengineering curriculum targeted at 5th -8th graders. 

 
E. International-level activities and accomplishments 

• The UHC continues to encourage international experiences for students.  During 
2009-2010, 17 UHC students completed at least one term of study abroad or an 
international internship through International Degree and Education Abroad 
(IDEA).  Five students completed the International degree during the academic 
year.  

 
 
2. Assessments: What Worked, What Needs Improvement, Barriers 

• The UHC is expecting a record number of students this Fall Term.  We had targeted 
an incoming class of 210, but with a higher than expected acceptance rate, we 
instead have 252 students entering the UHC.  While this speaks well for the 
recruiting process and the value of the UHC to those students and to the university, 
this success has created a need to increase the number of course offerings, 
especially in high-demand areas.  Through an innovative agreement with the 
Mathematics Department, we will offer six more calculus courses in FY 10/11 than 
in the previous year.  We will work to create similar agreements with other 
departments where we have particularly heavy needs. 

• In an effort to increase the acceptance rate for top recruits, the Provost made 
scholarships available near the May 1st decision date that were offered in amounts 
of $1,000 to $3,000 to the top 50 admitted students.  Offering these scholarships 
did not have a significant effect on the acceptance rate.  Phone calls and events 
closer to the decision date seemed useful, but it is difficult to determine if they had 
a significant impact on acceptance rates.   

• FY 09/10 was a year of personnel change in the UHC.  Much of the year was spent 
understaffed or with temporary staff.  We are now at the staffing level of July 1, 
2008.  A new Associate Dean, Toni Doolen from Mechanical, Industrial, and 
Manufacturing Engineering, will join the team Sept. 15th, 2010, and Kevin Stoller, a 
former UHC student, joined the UHC on August 31st as our new Executive Assistant. 

 
 
3. Faculty and Student Awards 
 
National awards 

• OSU's only Goldwater Scholarship winner for 2010 was Caitlin Crimp 
(Biochemistry and Biophysics) of the UHC, while OSU’s only Udall Scholar 
Honorable Mention for 2010 was AnnaRose Adams (Bioresource Research) also of 
the UHC.  Britta Wren Patton was awarded the nationally-competitive NOAA 
Ernest F. Hollings Scholarship. 
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University awards 

• The sole OSU recipients for the American Association of University Women Award, 
the Grace Wu Outstanding Woman Award, and the Burlingham Undergraduate 
Student of Excellence Award were UHC students. 

• Honors students also claimed a disproportionate share of the Waldo Cummings 
(23/64) Awards and Honorable Mentions at the Annual Faculty Senate Student 
Recognition event.  

 
College awards 

• William Bogley (Mathematics/UHC) was named UHC Eminent Professor for 2010, 
and UHC students selected Robert Nye (History) as Outstanding UHC Professor 
for 2009-2010. 

• Richard Alves and Shayna Rogers received the Culture of Writing Honors Thesis 
Awards co-sponsored by the Writing Intensive Curriculum program.  Serita Holte, 
Erin Riscoe, and Colin Shear were named UHC Exceptional Poster Awardees for 
their thesis poster presentations during the annual UHC Thesis Fair. 

 
Other noteworthy accomplishments of students 
• Aakash Mankaney will be joining the New York City Teaching Fellows.  He will be 

teaching secondary science in the Bronx. 

• Natalie Rich presented her paper “Is Beauty A Valid Criterion for Truth?” at an 

undergraduate philosophy conference at Pacific University.  A journal called Res 

Cogitans (Latin for “thinking thing”) was created by Pacific to publish the top 

papers at the conference, including Natalie’s paper.  The journal is available 

online at  http://commons.pacificu.edu/rescogitans/ 

• UHC students pursuing graduate studies have been accepted into leading 

programs at Carnegie Mellon University, MIT, Georgia Institute of 

Technology/Emory University, UC-Irvine, and Stanford University. 

 
2009-2010   RESULTS AND OUTCOMES 
 
1. Performance on college-level metrics  
See appended metrics documents (Appendix 2).  
 
 
2. Leveraging resources and administrative efficiencies 

• In 2009-2010 we developed and implemented a “Strategic Realignment” for UHC 
faculty and staff positions.  This realignment adjusted position duties and allowed 
us to hire one new faculty position, as well as promote growth opportunities for two 
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other positions.  As a part of the realignment, the Associate Dean position in the 
UHC was moved from 1.0 to 0.5 FTE.  This change allowed the new Associate Dean 
to stay engaged with disciplinary research and teaching.  The Office Manager also 
moved from 1.0 to 0.5 FTE and refocused her efforts on the course portfolio in 
addition to office management duties.  A new 1.0 FTE position was created called 
“Administrative Assistant for Student and Alumni Engagement.”  The net FTE of 
UHC staff has remained the same but is more efficiently deployed. 

• The UHC offered more than $63,000 in OSUF-based scholarships to new and 
continuing UHC students. 

• A continued emphasis on developing private support for UHC programs and 
students led to $323,846 in total giving during the 2010 fiscal year.  Over half of 
these funds ($185,000) were gifts from four friends of the UHC.  Donations from 44 
OSU alumni – including $5,500 from 15 UHC graduates – amounted to an additional 
$120,000.  The remaining funds were given by parents (16 donors), OSU faculty 
and staff (7), and corporate donors (3).  We also received our largest ever bequest, 
$1,000,000 from an anonymous donor. 
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Appendix 1: Senior Theses 

  

Name Major Title 

Christopher Breeden 
 

Business 
Administration 

Tranquility Therapeutic Clinic 

Carly Dougher Biology Living Gluten-Free: An Analysis of Illness 
and Coping Narratives 

Andrew  Merschel Forestry  Stand Structure of Old Growth Dry Mixed 
Conifer Forests in the Deschutes and 
Ochono National Forests 

Shane Monares   Chemistry Adapting the Methylene Blue Sulfide 
Detection Method for Use in a Microfluidic  
in-situ Monitoring Device 

Debra  Hanussak Mathematics  College Algebra Students' Beliefs About 
Mathematics and Mathematics Classes 

Timothy Karplus Music Analysis of Personal Development as a 
Composer 

Tyler Rockey Geosciences, 
International 
Studies 

The Impacts of Gender-Focused Social 
Programs at a Micro-Finance Institution: A 
Case Study in Ayacucho, Peru 

Stephanie Cohen Exercise & 
Sport Science  

Digit Span Ratio, Knee Joint Laxity, and 
Muscular Strength as Predisposing Factors 
for Female Anterior Cruciate Ligament 
Injuries 

Phillip Davis Civil 
Engineering 

An Examination of the Neutral Axis of 
Wood Beams 

Serita Holte Psychology Residential Mobility Push/Pull Factors & 
the Implications of High Levels of Mobility 
on Child Development 

Andrew Traylor Environmental 
Science 

Marine Nitrogen Exports to Terrestrial 
Systems: Transport Through Wrack 
Deposition 

Katherine Parker History, 
International 
Studies 

Reason as Race: Enlightenment Voyages 
of Discovery and their Effect on 18th 
Century Racial Discourse 

Erin Sullivan 
 
Electrical & 
Computer 
Engineering 

 
Design and Implementation of a 
Capacitive Touch Children's Guitar 

Todd  Dalotto Horticulture  Variation of Phenolics in Anthocyanin- and 
Nonanthocyanin- Fruit Tomatoes 
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Appendix 2: Metrics 
  



         

  12

 
 


