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Final Report of the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative:  

Executive Summary 

August 2009 

Provost’s Initiative: Sustainable Rural Communities 

Five years ago, the OSU Provost committed $1.5 million to the Sustainable Rural 

Communities Initiative to build the OSU Rural Studies Program (RSP) into ―the most 

broadly multi-disciplinary center for research, teaching and outreach on rural 

community sustainability in the United States.‖  The initiative proposed to: 

 ―focus, redirect and leverage the resources of five colleges and the Extension Service 
toward developing a new and unique multi-disciplinary model of University 
engagement with rural communities.‖  

 ―improve the environmental, economic, social and cultural well-being in Oregon‘s 
rural communities.‖ 

 ―involve partners from other universities, governments, and the nonprofit sector in 
creating new educational opportunities, applied and fundamental research, and 
outreach that addressed the needs of rural communities.‖ 

 
Strategic Initiative Accomplishments: 

With Initiative support, RSP has indeed created ―the most broadly multi-disciplinary 

center for research, teaching and outreach on rural community sustainability in the 

United States,‖ a center through which OSU faculty and students engage with rural 

communities, students participate in solving real-world problems, and communities 

participate in creating new knowledge.  

 RSP has focused, redirected and leveraged resources of five OSU colleges and the 
OSU Extension Service to develop a ―new and unique multi-disciplinary model of 
engagement with rural communities.‖  The $750,000 Initiative investment in faculty 
salary and startup costs over the past 5 years has leveraged over $0.6 million in 
annual recurring commitments to support seven new faculty members engaged in 
the research, teaching and outreach in rural studies. This $0.6 million consists of 
$475,000 annually from the colleges and Extension Service, and $133,000 annually 
from the Ford Family Foundation  

 RSP has improved ―environmental, economic, social and cultural well-being in 
Oregon‘s rural communities‖ through its teaching, research and outreach programs.  
The Initiative investment has generated over $3.3 million to date in new external 
funding to OSU for research and outreach/engagement  

 RSP has developed collaborative relationships with government agencies and non—
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profits in Oregon, including formal partnerships with two community non-profits,  
and with universities around the world to create ―new educational opportunities, 
research and outreach addressing the needs of rural communities.‖ 

 
Among the key accomplishments of the Initiative are: 

 Development of the only Rural Policy concentration in a Public Policy program in 

the U.S. This Rural Policy concentration has attracted some of the graduate policy 
program‘s best students and RSP provides the connection to community partners. 
The Initiative has enabled the development of a proposed Rural Policy Graduate 

Certificate that will provide resources for the continuation of the infrastructure of 
the RSP and/or support for graduate research in rural studies and rural policy.  

 Creation of the only rural studies program in the United States with graduate-level 
courses leading toward a Rural Studies graduate credential (the proposed graduate 

minor in Rural Studies). 

 Creation or revitalization of three OSU experiential classes, support for an 
international rural policy summer school (the 2010 Summer School will be held in 
Corvallis at OSU) and many internships, bringing students to rural communities in 
the U.S. and abroad so they can interact with, serve, and learn from rural people.  

 Generation of new policy-relevant social science research (on issues of community 
vitality, migration, land use, the environment, poverty, homelessness, food 
insecurity and federal and state policy impacts) that both serves policymakers and 
community leaders in developing “place-based” solutions to local problems, and 
contributes to fundamental social science knowledge. 

 Revitalization of OSU Extension’s community development efforts through the 
creation of a Community Vitality Working Group anchored by three new Extension 
specialists and a new Extension community analyst. This Extension-led effort brings 
OSU RSP presence into every county in the state, and has developed OSU 
partnerships with rural nonprofits committed to improving the economic, social and 
environmental well-being of their communities. 

 Development and implementation of a set of state-of-the-art information tools: the 
Oregon Rural Community Information System (ORCIS) includes the Rural 

Communities Explorer (http://oregonexplorer.info/rural/) with data for all 723 
named communities in Oregon; the community-led Community Vitality Indicators 

for two partner communities; and the Oregon County Monitor which tracks for 
each of the 36 counties monthly indicators of families‘ ability to meet basic needs. 

 

A new Rural Studies Program faculty infrastructure has been created to do the 

teaching, research and outreach that will secure OSU‘s place as the leader in rural policy 

and rural studies. The graduate teaching and research depend on three new tenure-

track faculty hired by the Colleges of Agricultural Sciences, Liberal Arts and Science 

http://oregonexplorer.info/rural/


3 

 

with support from the Initiative leveraging long-term college funding commitments.   

The revitalized community vitality outreach and engagement efforts build on the three 

new Extension specialists and a new Extension community analyst, who form the core 

of the Community Vitality Working Group and whose on-going support from the 

Extension Service and the Ford Family Foundation was leveraged by Initiative funding. 

Rural Studies Program Strategic Goals 

Based on the input of RSP faculty, students and stakeholders, RSP has developed three 

strategic goals for the 2009-2013 period:  

 Establish OSU‘s reputation as the national leader in graduate education in rural 

public policy by strengthening the rural track in the MPP, implementing the Rural 
Policy Graduate Certificate, and developing a Rural Policy concentration in the 
proposed Ph.D. in Public Policy 

 Contribute to OSU‘s emergence as a national leader in Outreach and Engagement 

and its designation by the Carnegie Foundation as a Community-Engaged 

University by broadening and deepening our education footprint in Oregon, the 
nation and the world. RSP will more deeply engage rural community leaders and 

citizens in learning about their communities, their constraints and their 
opportunities through off-campus informal education, applied research, and a 
graduate certificate in rural policy, and will expand student engagement through 
our experiential learning and on-line courses, international comparative rural policy 
studies summer school, graduate minor in Rural Studies, and collaborative research 
projects, capitalizing on current partnerships developed in the past several years in 
key rural communities.   

 Secure OSU‘s place as the community data center for Oregon and the Northwest, 
providing tools and services to state agencies, community action agencies, counties, 
cities, and nonprofit groups, and data for policy-relevant research on environmental, 
economic, social and cultural well-being in the rural United States.  

The OSU 2009-2013 Strategic Plan indicates that investments will be driven by a 

Phase II Imperative and two commitments that are required to meet this imperative. 

The OSU Rural Studies Program directly contributes to the realization of the 

Imperative and the two Commitments.  

The Phase II Imperative is that OSU will ―foster exceptional educational, research, and 

outreach initiatives that sustain human well being and improve the quality of human 

life.‖  
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 In support of this Imperative, RSP has initiated some truly exceptional educational, 

research and outreach programs. Through its unique rural policy and experiential 

education, and place-based research collaborations with rural communities, RSP 

generates new knowledge about ―diverse, complex interactions among population, 

demographics, human health, climate, access to natural resources …, sustainability, 

economic vitality, cultural diversity.‖ Through its state-of-the-art information portal, 

decision support tools and Extension educational programs, RSP offers exceptional 

outreach initiatives that improve the quality of life in Oregon‘s communities. 

Commitment #1 is that ―OSU will lead in developing a globally competitive workforce 

and an informed and capable citizenry‖.  

 In fulfillment of this commitment, RSP-initiated/supported graduate programs in 

rural policy and rural studies, experiential classes, student involvement in 

community-based research and in the international summer school give students 

―the understanding of major political, social and intellectual trends – and the 

functions of the natural world – necessary to address complex academic and 

research problems.‖ 

Commitment #2 is that ―OSU will address multifaceted national and global challenges 

that resist simple technical or social solutions‖ and ―integrate knowledge and 

exploration in Signature Areas of Distinction with inquiries in the sciences and 

humanities that open doors to new strategies and solutions.‖   

In fulfillment of this commitment, RSP initiates research and outreach efforts that 

―intensely engage broad intellectual and social communities‖ in seeking place-based 

solutions to climate change, hunger, poverty, community economic decline, land and 

water use conflicts and other ―multifaceted national and global challenges that resist 

simple technical or social solutions.― RSP‘s research, outreach and engagement with 

rural people and places give OSU a unique advantage in developing the Signature Area 

of Distinction of ―Advancing the Science of Sustainable Earth Ecosystems.‖  

Rural areas contain most of the earth‘s ecosystem and rural people manage most of the 

world‘s land, water and other natural resources. The sustainability of the earth‘s 

ecosystem thus depends on rural community leaders‘ understanding of complex and 

multidimensional social, economic and environmental problems, and on engaging rural 

people, community leaders and policymakers in developing place-based solutions and 

strategies for resolving such problems. ―Rural policy‖ and ―rural studies‖ are small 

emerging niches in the U.S. higher education system that make critical contributions to 
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this understanding and promote this engagement in strategy development.   

The OSU Rural Studies Program -- with the support of the Sustainable Rural 

Communities Initiative – is filling these niches by having created a unique academic 

program in rural policy, a research program that engages rural people and places in 

developing place-based knowledge addressing critical rural problems, and a state-of-

the-art information system for Oregon communities.  With the Rural Studies Program, 

OSU is becoming a national leader in rural public policy education, in engagement of 

citizens and policy-makers, and in providing information and decision support tools for 

rural people and places.
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Oregon State University’s Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative: 

Final Report 

August 2009 

 

Introduction 

 
The Rural Studies Program was established at Oregon State University in July 2001, 

when Provost Tim White asked Professor Emery Castle to start such a program to build 

OSU‘s capacity to understand the unique context and needs of rural communities. From 

1986 to 1996, Dr. Castle had organized and led the National Rural Studies Committee 

with funding from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and established the multidisciplinary 

field of rural studies. OSU became the first university to establish a multidisciplinary 

rural studies program involving teaching, research and outreach. 

In January 2005, Provost Sabah Randhawa announced that the Sustainable Rural 

Communities Initiative (SRCI) would be one of five Initiatives created to help 

implement the strategic plan at OSU.  The SRCI provided $1.5 million over the next five 

years to develop the Rural Studies program with the goal of making OSU more effective 

in achieving its mission as a Land Grant University. 

The overall goal of the Rural Studies Program (and the Sustainable Rural Communities 

Initiative) is to improve environmental, economic, social and cultural well-being in 

rural communities.  

The Initiative specified four objectives to help RSP achieve that overall goal.  They are: 
 

1. Prepare a new generation of citizens, professionals and scholars to take on the 
kinds of complex situations that emerge as rural communities seek economic and 
social viability. 

2. Generate new knowledge through multi-disciplinary research and policy analysis 
about the challenges facing rural communities and the potential pathways to 
sustainability. 

3. Engage rural communities in learning collaboratively about their strengths and 
opportunities and empower them to develop strategies to support long-term 
sustainability. 
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4. Expand citizen and policymaker understanding about the contributions of and 
constraints faced by rural communities and the impacts of federal and state 
policy on rural sustainability. 

 

The SRCI provided the resources needed to build the faculty, leverage other resources, 

support student research and develop new experiential classes.  SRCI support has 

enabled commitments of resources from OSU Colleges, the OSU Extension Service and 

the Ford Family Foundation to create three tenure-track and four fixed-term faculty 

positions to further OSU‘s teaching, research and outreach programs related to 

Oregon‘s rural communities. The Rural Studies Program is inclusive (drawing expertise 

from multiple colleges and bringing together teaching, research and Extension faculty), 

collaborative (working with community partners in mutually beneficial relationships, 

rather than making them the object of our own inquiry) and pragmatic (oriented to 

developing place-based knowledge and solutions to real-world problems). 

The Rural Studies Program is administered by a half-time director – a faculty member 

supported by the College of Agricultural Sciences – and by a half-time program 

coordinator supported by the SRCI.  

The remainder of this report describes how we have built the program.  This report is 

organized around three areas of work (academic programs, research, & 

outreach/engagement) that have helped us pursue the objectives outlined above. In the 

concluding section of the report, we outline the challenges facing the program and the 

Rural Studies Program strategic goals and implementation plan for 2009-2013.  
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Academic Programs: Graduate and Undergraduate Education 

The Rural Studies Program has developed a new graduate specialization at OSU in an 

emerging field and has engaged both graduate and undergraduate students in learning 

experiences in rural communities in Oregon and around the world. This section 

highlights how we have developed a specialty area in an interdisciplinary graduate 

program in the College of Liberal Arts and funded the development of courses offered 

in various departments and colleges.  

 

1.  Rural track in Master of Public Policy program 

In Fall 2003, OSU began offering the Master of Public Policy (MPP) to graduate students 

interested in applied public policy, environmental policy, and international policy. The 

MPP is an interdisciplinary degree offered by College of Liberal Arts (Departments of 

Political Science, Economics, and Sociology).  The College of Agricultural Sciences‘ 

Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics supports this program through 

delivery of needed courses, advising of MPP students, and its support of the Rural 

Studies Program director Bruce Weber.  

Part of the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative contributed to the creation of a 

Rural Policy concentration within the Master of Public Policy degree program. This is 

the first public policy graduate programs in the United States to offer such a 

concentration, and it attracts students from across the country planning for careers in 

rural policy. It has also attracted rural professionals wanting to receive training and 

exposure to new and innovative rural development approaches. The 2005-2006 

academic year was the first time the rural policy concentration was available to MPP 

students. This track and our experiential learning opportunities have attracted many of 

the best prospective policy students in the country to OSU to pursue the MPP degree.   

MPP graduates have been very successful in obtaining employment as policy analysts 

and are now working in Oregon state government agencies, national and international 

agencies and publicly funded nonprofit service providers and research organizations.  

Graduates of the MPP program have found jobs, for example, as Research Analysts, 

Data and Policy Analysts, Program Managers, Public Economists, Environmental 

Consultants, Community Outreach Specialists, Development Specialists, Policy 

Advisors, Environmental Educators, and Program Analysts in such organizations as the 

Oregon Progress Board, U.S. Census Bureau, Oregon Employment Department, Oregon 
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Administrative Services Department, Oregon Department of Business Services, Oregon 

Legislative Revenue Office, Oregon Housing and Community Services Department, 

U.S. House of Representatives, U.S.D.A. Forest Service, Mercy Corps, Rural 

Development Initiatives, Oregon Poison Center, Multnomah County (OR), and Wirthy 

Environmental Consulting. Graduates have also gone on to other graduate programs 

including law school (e.g., Columbia School of Law) and Ph.D. programs (e.g., 

University of Oregon's Sociology PhD program and OSU's Environmental Science PhD 

program).  

2006 MPP graduate Alex Johnson has been appointed to the Commission on Security 

and Cooperation in Europe, also known as the Helsinki Commission. Alex is formerly a 

recipient of a Congressional Black Caucus Fellowship and currently is a policy advisor 

for U.S. Representative Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL).  

2007 MPP graduate Sara Curiel, now the Community Development Coordinator for 

Rural Development Initiatives (a rural development nonprofit), recently received a 

$400,000 grant from the Northwest Area Foundation to continue her work on Latino 

Outreach in Rural Communities. Sara‘s Latino Outreach program was initially 

developed with OSU Extension and the OSU Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative.  

2008 MPP graduate Melissa Braybrooks completed a fellowship with the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) in Geneva Switzerland, working 

within the Economic Integration and Cooperation Division to assist in works on several 

policy projects in biomass in Russia, Indonesia & Malaysia. Melissa now works for the 

Rome based Vision and Value Management Consulting organization, and its sister 

company Vision Think Tank, which offer a synergy of resources related to policy 

integration issues, such as risk assessment, territorial marketing and regional economic 

policies. Melissa‘s particular project relates directly with her research in accession 

policy, specifically economic and entrepreneurial policy in the regions of South Eastern 

Europe. 

2.   Experiential learning courses 

Rural Studies‘ place-based experiential courses have remained popular with students 

over the past four years.  Three repeated classes illustrate the opportunities students 

have to learn about rural places.   

1.  Communities and Natural Resources:  Graduate students travel to three rural 

Oregon communities to learn about the relationship between natural resources 
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and community well-being. This course creates new linkages between colleges as 

it is co-taught by faculty in the Colleges of Forestry and Health and Human 

Sciences. The course usually covers a wide range of locations in Oregon from the 

Willamette Valley to the easternmost parts of the state.  This class has been 

offered every year since 2005-2006, with a total enrollment of 49 students. 

  http://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/communitiesandnaturalresources  

2. Learning Through Listening: Native American Issues in Rural Oregon 

Communities:  This class allows graduate and undergraduate students to spend 

five days interacting with residents on and near Native American reservations in 

Oregon.  This course is co-taught by faculty in Ethnic Studies and Sociology, 

usually during Spring break.  Each year the class goes to a different location, 

including the Grand Ronde, Siletz, Warm Springs, or Klamath.  By carefully 

listening to and interacting with different rural community stakeholders, 

students develop a better understanding of the complex cross-cultural issues 

faced by rural Oregon tribal communities.  This class has been supported by RSP 

every year since 2005, involving a total of 81 students. 

3. Ethnographic Field Methods:  Anthropology faculty have taken undergraduate 

and graduate students to three different Oregon locations to interview residents, 

particularly focusing on questions about community food systems.  This course 

supports the Ph.D. in Applied Anthropology.  Since 2005-2006, the class has 

spent 2 weeks in either Lakeview, Paisley, or Alsea each year, with a total 

enrollment of 49 students. 

3.  Graduate education  

In addition to the Communities and Natural Resources course described above, the 
Rural Studies Program has invested in the creation of other graduate classes focused on 
rural issues.  
 
During Fall 2006, the Rural Studies Program, in collaboration with the University of 

Oregon, offered ―Community Indicators and Rural Sustainability‖ (AREC/SOC/PS 

505). In this class students studied the history of community indicators, examined 

conceptual foundations and measurement of indicators of economic, social, institutional 

and environmental health and vitality, and critiqued the community indicators that 

have been developed and used by urban and rural communities in the U.S. and 

elsewhere. Students then applied their knowledge to develop a set of draft community 

http://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/communitiesandnaturalresources
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indicators for an Oregon community. These community indicators continue to be used 

by the Ford Family Foundation and the Rural Studies Program. 

 
In 2006-2007 Rural Studies faculty and graduate students designed two projects that 

took University courses to high school students in rural Oregon communities. The first 

project, Engaging Rural Youth in a Geographic Evaluation of the Impacts of Dam 

Removal on Sustainability in the Upper Klamath Basin, Oregon, took issues 

surrounding sustainable development to students at Chiloquin High School. New Rural 

Studies faculty members Hannah Gosnell in the Department of Geosciences and Lena 

Etuk in Extension Family and Community Development worked with two graduate 

students, Jason Hatch and Kelley Thomas, to design and offer a course to 15 high school 

seniors. This project sought to strengthen the capacity of rural youth and to excite them 

about field geography. Students were introduced to the tools for geographic analysis, 

and they used these new tools to explore the concepts of sustainability through the 

assessment of the social and ecological impacts of dam removal in their community.  

In the other project, Ph.D. student, Peter Little, worked with community members in 

Alsea to develop a course for high school students. Acting as a liaison between the 

Department of Anthropology and the Alsea High School, Little worked with students 

there to explore their perspectives on Alsea, its food system, and their interest in being 

part of a collaborative ethnographic research team. Alsea students helped focus the 

project‘s study areas, which included local food traditions and recipes, hunting and 

fishing traditions, and economic development.  The results of the students‘ research 

were published in The Kingfisher, a literary project published by Alsea‘s 9th and 11th 

grade English students.  The partnership expanded in 2008 when graduate students 

taking an Ethnographic Research Methods course taught by Joan Gross, Professor of 

Anthropology, began to collaborate with Alsea‘s high-school student researchers. OSU 

graduate students lead two workshops (one in Alsea and one at OSU) for the high-

school students. The workshops focused on ethnographic methods such as participant 

observation, interviewing, note-taking, transcription, coding, and theme mapping.      

In 2008, Professor Brent Steel conducted a national needs assessment of the demand for 

rural studies education by sending a questionnaire to the 800+ 

universities/departments on the MPP recruitment list. The results of that survey 

convinced us that there is a significant demand for a graduate minor and graduate 

certificate in Rural Studies. Proposals have been developed for both a graduate Rural 

Policy Certificate and a graduate Rural Studies Minor. 
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New and on-going credit classes 

In 2005-2006, 2006-2007 and 2008-2009, over 400 students each year, both graduate and 

undergraduate, enrolled in rural-oriented courses offered by faculty associated with the 

Rural Studies Program.  (In 2007-2008 over 300 students enrolled).  These regular 

departmental courses offerings, listed in Appendix 5, use local community concerns to 

illustrate and apply broader academic theories to current rural issues.  

 

In addition to existing courses, the Rural Studies Program has supported the creation of 

new courses: 

1.  SOC 482/582:  Rural Communities and Demography:  Roger Hammer‘s new 

course explores the conceptual and quantitative dimensions of rurality in 

America, focusing on the contemporary demographic, cultural, economic, 

ecological, and social psychological planes on which rural policy has been 

conceived and evaluated. Students explore both practical and theoretical 

pursuits, including instruction in applied demographic research methods such as 

mapping and spatial analysis and discussion of the broader sociological trends 

influencing rural communities. 

2. AREC/PS/SOC 407: Current Issues in Rural Policy. This interdisciplinary course 

is an online seminar examining contemporary economic, social, cultural, and 

political policy issues affecting rural communities in America.  Students are 

introduced to four general sets of policy challenges that threaten economic, 

environmental, social and cultural well-being in rural America.  Topics include, 

but are not limited to, economic development and natural resource management; 

individual and family wellbeing; cultural identity and change; and local 

governance and local/state/national policy. This course investigates these and 

other related policy issues facing rural communities from an interdisciplinary 

perspective.  Special emphasis is placed on rural communities‘ ability to address 

the forces that are transforming rural places in ways that threaten community 

viability and well-being. The course specifically covers rural issues affecting 

Latino and Native American communities.  

 

3. ANTH 499/599: Culture of Food, Hunger, and Poverty: This new class, offered 

through the Department of Anthropology, focuses on active learning through 

community participation. ―The Culture of Food, Poverty and Hunger‖ was a 

collaborative effort between Joan Gross and Nancy Rosenberger, both professors 
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in Anthropology, and Deb Burke, the service learning coordinator at Oregon 

State University. Offered both Fall of 2005 and Winter of 2006, the course was an 

ongoing study into the issues surrounding food, hunger, and poverty in local 

communities. Students discussed the affects of sustainable agriculture, 

emergency food systems, rural dynamics, and industrial agriculture. During 

2005-2006, students enrolled in this course received opportunities to continue 

their involvement with food and hunger issues locally. Several students worked 

with local non-governmental organizations to complete a community foods 

assessment conducting interviews with community members working with food 

issues. The goal of the project is to increase local food growing and distribution 

by working with small, new, and immigrant farmers. They hope to link these 

farmers with congregations and make local food more available to low-income 

people.  

 

The Rural Studies Program also sponsored a Contemporary Rural Issues Seminar Series 

from 2006 to 2009 in which faculty members and graduate students participated.  

Students enrolled in the seminar for credit. This weekly seminar series, coordinated by 

Professor Roger Hammer and the Department of Sociology, focuses on issues, research, 

programs, and policies confronting rural Oregon. Rural Studies faculty and students 

also presented their current research projects. Speakers included Tom Gallagher of the 

Ford Family Foundation, State Senator Ted Ferrioli, and Jim St. Martin from the 

Confederated Tribes of Umatilla Department of Children and Family Services. Rural 

Studies faculty and students also presented their current research projects. 

 

Internships 

The Rural Studies Program has supported internships for graduate students in rural 

places and/or addressing rural policy.  In 2005 Sara Curiel obtained a PROMISE 

internship, to develop Latino leadership curriculum, and subsequently analyzed its 

usefulness in urban and rural places.  In 2009, the program is funding 7 internships in 

rural places so that graduate students can tackle local requested research projects while 

strengthening Rural Studies‘ relationship with particular communities around the state. 

1. Sarah Cunningham (PhD, Applied Anthropology) is working with high school 
students in Alsea to understand the opportunities, challenges and experiences 
around employment in this rural community.   
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2. Pami Monnette (MPP) is working with the Oregon Coast Community Action 
Agency to better understand the needs of their area's low-income residents by 
mapping out the requests for housing and food assistance in the Greater Coos Bay 
region. 

 
3. Robyn Paulekas (MS, Geosciences) is working with Sustainable Northwest and 

important stakeholders in the allocation of water in the Upper Klamath Basin on 
resolution of water use issues. 

 
4.   Jesse Abrams (PhD, Forest Resources) is working with Wallowa Resources and the 

important stakeholders in Wallowa County on a research project regarding land 
ownership change, land use changes associated with different ownerships and 
community-based approaches for managing these changes. 

 
5.  Jen Maguire (PhD, Human Development and Family Sciences) is working with 

Oregon Coast Community Action and key stakeholders to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the innovative EmPower program in helping vulnerable families to develop 
conservation strategies for their homes. 

 
6.   Kristin Chatfield (MPP) is working with the Oregon Housing & Community 

Services Department to evaluate and improve the Rural Continuum of Care 
Program that provides assistance to homeless people and families in rural Oregon. 

 
7.    Alejandra Juarez (MPP) is working with the Three Rivers Food Web to investigate 

food security among local Latinos and to analyze efforts in establishing a Latino 

buying club. 

International Comparative Rural Policy Studies (ICRPS) Summer School  

OSU has sent students to this annual summer program in each of the last three years. 

The Rural Studies Program plans to further institutionalize this relationship and 

arrange to offer credit to OSU students attending future ICRPS Institutes.  In the 

Summer of 2007, we sent 2 graduate students to the program in Barcelona Spain; in 

Summer 2008, we sent 2 graduate students and one faculty member to the program in 

Columbia, MO; and in Summer 2009, we sent 3 graduate students and 3 faculty 

members to the program in Inverness, Scotland.  Oregon State will be hosting the ICRPS 

program in Summer 2010. 
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Summary 

The Rural Studies Program has had an important impact on graduate and 

undergraduate education at Oregon State University through:  

 creating the first rural policy concentration in a graduate program in Public Policy in 

the country; 

 supporting three graduate and/or undergraduate experiential courses that teach 

students and faculty by taking them into rural communities and providing the 

opportunity to interact with rural people and learn from them about their issues; 

 involving graduate students in research projects that were initiated in and 

sometimes funded by rural communities; 

 creating new rural studies classes in agricultural and resource economics, 

anthropology, geosciences, sociology, and political science; 

 supporting internships in rural communities to work with local or state government 

or nonprofit partners to learn about specific rural problems; and 

 giving students the opportunity to participate in an international rural policy 

summer school with faculty and students from the U.S., Europe, Canada and 

Mexico. 
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Research Program 

RSP faculty and students have studied issues and questions important to rural people 

and places. These projects have been made possible through SRCI support for graduate 

students, external funding, and small SRCI grants.  We highlight several of them here, 

but provide a more complete list in Appendix 3.   

Research Projects Related to Community Vitality 

Because rural communities face many challenges to their economic and social viability, 
the Program has encouraged students and faculty to undertake research projects related 
to this issue.  Here are two examples: 
 
Do wind farms help rural communities? Community Economist Bruce Sorte, and 

graduate student Melissa Torgerson completed a report for the National Renewable 

Energy Laboratory titled Umatilla County's Economic Structure and the Economic Impacts of 

Wind Energy Development: An Input-Output Analysis.  This report examined how wind 

farm investment impacts Umatilla County's existing economic structure, as well as how 

rural communities can use economic modeling to maximize current or future wind 

energy investment.  The analysis briefly explored the concept of personal wind farm 

ownership, a growing investment trend in rural communities across the United States.  

How interdependent are the Portland metropolitan economy and its more rural 

economic hinterland? Bruce Weber, Bruce Sorte and graduate student Paul Lewin, in a 

RSP Working Paper with WSU Professor David Holland, find that both the Portland 

economy and the rural periphery of Western Oregon and southwest Washington 

depend mostly on exports to the rest of the world as their economic base, and that trade 

flows between the core and periphery have declined in relative terms over the past 25 

years. They also find that an economic shock in rural Oregon has a greater spillover 

effect on the urban core than vice versa. The RSP working paper is entitled How 

Economically Interdependent is the Portland Metro Core with its Rural Periphery? A 

Comparison across Two Decades. 

Research Projects Related to Land Use and the Environment 

The growth pressures in many rural areas at the urban fringe or in high-amenity rural 

areas have generated intense interest in the causes and impacts of changing land use 

patterns. Changes in environmental policies and changes in the environment have an 

impact on rural communities. Rural Studies researchers had explored questions related 

to these kinds of issues.  We list here two of them: 

http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/RSP_WP0901.pdf
http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/RSP_WP0901.pdf
http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/RSP_WP0901.pdf
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How does land use planning affect rural sustainability? Hannah Gosnell, in the 

Department of Geosciences, sought to answer the question, How Does Oregon’s State 

Land Use Planning System Affect Rural Sustainability in the Klamath Basin? This project 

engaged Klamath Basin citizens and decision-makers in an analysis of how Oregon‘s 

current land use planning system affects agricultural landowners‘ ability to manage 

their land and water sustainability.  

How does water policy affect rural communities? Community economist Bruce Sorte 

and MPP student Chris Breuger examined the effect of changing water levels in a local 

lake on the economy of a nearby town.  They examined how low water levels in Detroit 

Lake affecting the recreation sector would produce multiplier effects on the Upper 

North Santiam Canyon.  

Research Projects Related to Social Services, Poverty and Hunger 

 

Rural communities face many challenges old and new, addressing the needs of the least 

fortunate and trying to understand how residents are fairing in a changing economy.  

Rural Studies researchers have tackled related research questions that rural 

communities are asking. Here are three examples: 

What kinds of services are available to homeless youth in rural communities? At the 

request of Douglas County, graduate students Melissa Torgerson and Jennifer Sattem 

worked with Sociology professor Mark Edwards to study the availability, adequacy, 

and problems with services for homeless youth in Douglas County.  The returned a 

report to a large group of stakeholders in the county and subsequently published a 

research paper on the topic in a leading social science journal. 

Does job growth reduce rural poverty?  Bruce Weber and then-graduate-research 

assistant Mindy Crandall used tract-level data to study nationwide changes in poverty 

rates. In a paper in American Journal of Agricultural Economics entitled ―Local social and 

economic conditions, spatial concentrations of poverty, and poverty dynamics‖ they conclude 

that job growth does have a poverty-reducing effect, and that this effect is larger in 

high-poverty census tracts. They also found that poverty is lower in tracts with more 

social capital, and that this effect is stronger in high-poverty tracts. 

 

How do people cope with food insecurity in rural places? Anthropology Professors 

Nancy Rosenberger and Joan Gross, with their graduate students, studied food security 

issues in rural Benton County, and worked with community members to plan and 
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implement a community food assessment, reporting their findings in an RSP Working 

Paper.  They examined the difficult choices that face low-income families in rural 

communities as they struggle to make ends meet in the context of inadequate 

emergency food services, frequent changes in residence, and the expense of child care. 

 

Research Projects Related to the Impact of Federal, State and Local Policy 

Rural communities are influenced by decisions made by leaders in Washington DC, 

state capitols, county seats, and city offices.  Several projects have focused on policy 

impact analysis: 

What is the effect of lost timber payments on rural Oregon counties? Bruce Weber 

(Agricultural and Resource Economics) and Brent Steel (Political Sciences) led a faculty- 

student research team in the research project Changing Federal County Payments Policy 

and Rural Oregon Counties: Impacts and Options. This 18-month study is funded by the 

Ford Family Foundation, the Association of Oregon Counties and the Eastern Oregon 

Rural Alliance. It is focusing on the impacts of the reduction in Federal payments to 

counties on local services and citizens and community well-being. The research team 

has included MPP students Dawn Marie Gaid and Vincent Adams who analyzed the 

impact of the termination of federal forest payments on county governments and rural 

businesses and residents. Findings from this RSP research project have been visible to 

both policymakers and citizens. They have been presented at two meetings of the 

Governor‘s Task Force on Federal Forest Payments and County Government, and 

generated considerable media interest, including invited participation in Oregon Public 

Broadcasting‘s new radio program Think Out Loud and articles in the Oregonian, the 

Oregon Business Journal and all of Oregon‘s major regional newspapers.    

How do forest fire suppression policies impact rural communities? Roger Hammer in 

the Department of Sociology has several projects that address wildland-urban interface 

(WUI), in collaboration with the University of Wisconsin and the U.S. Forest Service. 

Hammer and his collaborators define wildland-urban interface as the area where 

structures and other human development meet or intermingle with undeveloped 

wildland. Population deconcentration in the United States has resulted in rapid 

development in the outlying fringe of metropolitan areas and in rural areas with 

attractive recreational and aesthetic amenities, especially forests. Several of the projects, 

including Evaluating Forest and Range Land Development in the Western U.S., analyze 

patterns of housing development and WUI change in Washington, Oregon and 

California. Hammer‘s project, Growth in the Wildland Urban Interface and its Implications 
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for Wildland Fire Use, has many implications for land management in rural Oregon 

communities.  

Long Term Community Research Program 

RSP made significant progress in development of its signature Long Term Community 

Research (LTCR) program. Modeled loosely on the Long Term Ecological Research 

(LTER) program, the LTCR is an interdisciplinary panel study of rural community 

dynamics that combines (1) long-term tracking and modeling of community social, 

economic, environmental and institutional indicators; (2) long-term geospatial 

monitoring of land use, demographic and economic change; and (3) information from 

qualitative research and formal interviews of community members that explores both 

economic and social community dynamics and the impacts of public policy changes ―on 

the ground.‖ The baseline for indicator modeling was established in the Rural 

Community Explorer project described below in the Outreach section of this report. 

The pilot research project in the Rural Studies Program LTCR effort is the research 

project Changing Federal County Payments Policy and Rural Oregon Counties: Impacts and 

Options discussed in the preceding section. 

Climate Change and Rural Communities 
 
Rural Studies faculty have continued to develop collaborations with scientists at 

Oregon State University and the H.J. Andrews Long Term Ecological Research site in 

Oregon‘s Cascade Mountains to examine evidence for climate change and its effects. 

Brent Steel in the Department of Political Science worked with Denise Lach in the 

Department of Sociology and others to further develop this project on climate change in 

rural communities.  

Rural communities are particularly vulnerable to climate change because their internal 

capacity and infrastructure to deal with enormous change is limited. As the U.S. Global 

Change Research Program (2007) concluded in a recent study: ―Because rural 

populations and their communities are highly dependent on the natural 

resources…they are at risk from climate change and from potential increases in climate 

variability. Rural economies…are economically vulnerable due to lower profits and tax 

bases, fewer resources, and their reliance on livestock and cropping systems that are 

often stressed.‖ 
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Summary 

Rural Studies Program research projects have examined many issues important to 
rural Oregonians, often funded by local stakeholders, and in many cases including 
rural residents as fellow researchers. The research projects have analyzed issues 
related to community vitality, migration, land use, the environment, poverty and 
food security, and the impacts of federal and state policy in rural areas.  

The RSP has also initiated several projects that are pilot efforts for the RSP Long 
Term Community Research Program that will track indicators in partner 
communities and with partner organizations over an extended period. 

A Working Paper series provides an outlet for early dissemination of research results 
and opportunity for peer review and comment of research findings. 
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Outreach and Engagement 

In addition to teaching traditional undergraduate and graduate students, and 

researching practical question for rural places, the Rural Studies Program has sought to 

develop information and ways of delivering that information to strengthen rural 

communities. 

 

Information Tools developed for and with Communities 

RSP has developed an Oregon Rural Community Information System (ORCIS) 

comprised of three elements: (1) the Rural Communities Explorer, (2) the Community 

Vitality Indicator Project, and (3) the Oregon County Monitor. The RSP website serves 

as the main entry point to RSP resources.  

 Rural Communities Explorer  

In 2007, the SRCI obtained funding from the Ford Family Foundation to develop the 

Rural Community Explorer, a web-based information portal/archive that will allow 

community residents and officials, agencies and businesses, universities and 

philanthropic organizations to access county and community specific information 

including: (1) social, economic and environmental indicators of community vitality, 

incorporated into a community prosperity model for each community; (2) relevant 

social, economic, environmental and demographic profiles of each community; and (3) 

related community-specific spatial/map data, relevant reports and documents, news 

articles, maps, and photos from the library archives and other sources.  

RSP Social Demographer Lena Etuk is the lead on this effort and has worked with 

Community Analyst Mindy Crandall to develop this information tool. The Oregon 

Rural Communities Explorer (RCE) is a web-based, digital library housed at the Oregon 

State University Libraries, which provides public access to reliable and up-to-date 

social, demographic, economic, and environmental information about Oregon‘s rural 

counties and places in a framework of community vitality. The website serves as a 

public, unbiased information system and teaching tool that can reveal: the dynamics of 

rural community systems, issues, and vitality; how and if a community is moving 

toward its vision of a vital future; and targets for policy or program influence and 

actions. The RCE was made available online in late 2008 at 

http://oregonexplorer.info/rural/. Since going live in October 2008, the RCE has had 

over 120,000 page views.  

 

http://oregonexplorer.info/rural/
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 Community Indicators Project  

Community Vitality Indicator Project (CVIP) involves deriving quantitative indicators 

of rural community vitality, collecting the requisite data to populate the indicators 

using Community Based Participatory Research methods, communicating the findings 

of the research effort to community members, and making the indicator data publicly 

available via the Oregon Rural Communities Explorer. The project is in progress in 

2008-2009 in two rural counties in Oregon: Wallowa County in Eastern Oregon and 

Tillamook County on the Oregon Coast.  Lena Etuk and Mindy Crandall have involved 

community leaders and youth in gathering, evaluating and using information about 

local social and economic conditions in these communities. 

 County Monitoring Project   

To help counties track the progress of economic recovery and the reach of the social 

safety net, the RSP created the Oregon County Monitor, which provides a handy 

summary of county-level trends since January 2008 in jobs and business conditions, and 

use of social safety net programs providing cash, food and housing assistance. Monthly 

data from three state agencies are tracked and reported. Mindy Crandall has been the 

lead on this project. We plan to have this information available on our website with the 

most current data available (updated monthly). The current version for April 2009 is 

available for each county at: http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/index2.htm. 

 RSP Website 

The RSP website is being retooled to provide improved access to RSP educational 

programs, research results and information tools and services. RSP Program 

Coordinator Rich Sandler has been leading the redesign of the website. 

 

Community Economic Analysis 

With support from the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative, OSU Extension 

Service has hired two community economists to work with Oregon communities 

explore new economic opportunities. Since May 2008, Eastern Oregon Community 

Economist Bruce Sorte has been based in La Grande, providing educational assistance 

and initiating applied research projects across Eastern Oregon. His presentations at 

county commission meetings, service clubs, chambers of commerce and on radio focus 

on how the global economy affects local economies in rural Oregon. He has expanded 

on work that he began on a temporary appointment in 2004, often with local extension 

http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/index2.htm
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faculty, on projects related to water use in Milton-Freewater, grazing permits in the 

Joseph Creek watershed, economic impacts of alternative sizes of adaptive farms in 

Umatilla County, water use on the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 

Reservation, and he is part of a recently received Sun Grant where he will estimate the 

community level impacts of a cellulosic ethanol plant. He is developing economic 

―input/output‖ models for each of the 18 Eastern Oregon Counties so that he can 

provide economic information to Extension faculty, local governments, and businesses 

with a short turnaround. Also, Bruce will intermittently conduct statewide studies that 

are relevant to Eastern Oregon. Examples include Oregon Agriculture and the Economy 

(2008) that he did with Bruce Weber and a ―quick analysis‖ that he completed on the 

potential of a Local Food to Schools program (2009). During the 2008/2009 academic 

school year, he pilot tested an Introduction to Microeconomics class that was taught 

partially in person and partially on-line using an interactive format and Adobe Pro 

software for the Joseph High School senior class. He plans to develop faculty in a 

number of high schools across Eastern Oregon who will provide the on-site support for 

an annual one term microeconomics course that Bruce will teach from wherever he is 

working in Eastern Oregon. Last year he taught the course from places like Christmas 

Valley and The Dalles. Bruce has gained some local notoriety as the Extension ―circuit-

riding economist‖ as he travels from one town to another around Eastern Oregon in his 

refurbished 1968 Airstream trailer.  

In March 2009, Community Economist Mallory Rahe started working in Western 

Oregon out of her office in Corvallis and began developing profiles of county 

economies in Western Oregon and exploring Federal spending patterns and trends in 

Oregon counties. She has begun working with the Oregon Consortium/Oregon 

Workforce Alliance (a nonprofit that serves as the Workforce Investment Board for 24 

rural Oregon counties) on a project that will evaluate the effectiveness of federal 

workforce investments in rural Oregon. She has also begun to assess the need for an 

online non-credit curriculum in community economics tailored to the unique context of 

rural Oregon communities.  

Community Partnerships 

The Rural Studies Program continues to develop strategic partnerships with 

communities, nonprofits, and government agencies in order to better address rural 

issues in Oregon and beyond. RSP has developed formal partnerships with two 

visionary non-profit organizations in rural Oregon. Wallowa Mountain Institute and the 

Rural Studies Program have signed a memorandum of understanding to create a 
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partnership for community engagement in Wallowa County that focuses on developing 

new approaches to problem solving, prevention, and opportunity development through 

education, research and outreach.  The Tillamook Futures Council and RSP have a 

memorandum of understanding to develop community vitality indicators. RSP has also 

developed a strong relationship with Oregon Coast Community Action on projects that 

enhance ORCCA‘s capacity to provide housing and food assistance to low-income 

residents of Oregon‘s south coast. We continue to develop our relationship with the 

Ford Family Foundation seeking ways of supporting the educational needs of Oregon 

rural leaders. These partnerships provide resources, both financial and knowledge-

based, to strengthen the Rural Studies Program‘s ability to provide services, research, 

and outreach to scholars, students, and Oregon‘s rural communities. 

OSU County College 
 

RSP has also supported the creation and implementation of County College, a joint 

program of OSU Extension Service and the Association of Oregon Counties.  The Rural 

Studies Program partnered with the OSU Extension Service and Association of Oregon 

Counties to offer a program for newly-elected county commissioners.  County College 

is a seven month program that is designed to help county officials with local 

governance, issues, and programs. The comprehensive curriculum includes series on 

topics such as public education, public works, and human services. The inaugural 2006 

session provided 20 commissioners from around the state, both rural and urban, with 

new information and skills that enhanced their capacity to serve their constituents and 

the state. This educational outreach has proved valuable to both new and seasoned 

county commissioners.  County College has been offered each year since 2006, and will 

continue to be offered in odd-numbered years after 2009. 

Conferences and Symposia 

RSP has organized six conferences and symposia to advance and deliver knowledge 

and build partnerships. 

In October 2005, the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative cosponsored the 

―Frontiers in Resource and Rural Economics: Rural-Urban Interplay and Nature-

Human Interaction‖ conference convening leading scholars from across the country in 

several social science disciplines to discuss the future rural research directions and the 

cutting edge rural and resource economics research, honoring Emery N. Castle‘s 

contribution to the field. Researchers addressed the changes in the social, economic and 

technologic forces affecting the rural sector. The geographic scope of these challenges 
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and the emphasis on rural-urban, human-nature interactions underlies a need for 

critical thinking about future research directions and innovative research approaches in 

rural and resource economics and sociology.  

In April 2006, RSP hosted the Sustainable Rural Communities Spring Symposium on 

campus with the theme of ―Vital Rural Communities and the University: Issues and 

Opportunities‖. Over 60 faculty, students, and community members gathered at the 

symposium to learn about the current issues facing rural communities from rural 

leaders across Oregon. The symposium‘s keynote speaker, Tom Gallagher, Director of 

the Ford Institute for Community Building, spoke about the role the University can play 

in addressing those issues. The symposium was also a networking opportunity for 

students and faculty where they were able to present their current rural research at a 

poster session.  

 
In November of 2006, the Rural Studies Program hosted its Fall Symposium, ―The 

Engaged University: Building University-Community Partnerships,‖ co-sponsored with 

the Western Rural Development Center. The symposium featured Kenneth Reardon 

from Cornell University and John Allen from the Western Rural Development Center.  

Reardon discussed his experiences in East St. Louis, Missouri and laid out a plan for 

effective community engagement. Allen described his successful partnerships in rural 

communities in western states. Top university and community leaders were invited to 

speak to an audience of university and extension faculty along with their community 

partners. 

In October 2007, the Rural Studies Program hosted its Fall Symposium, ―Collaborative 

Governance in the West: Prospects, Problems and Theories,‖ co-sponsored with 

Washington State University‘s Thomas S. Foley Institute for Public Policy and Service 

and OSU‘s Master of Public Policy Program (MPP), Institute for Natural Resources 

(INR) and Institute for Water and Watersheds (IWW). The symposium featured Diane 

Snyder from the Foundation for Forestry and Communities and Bill Robbins, Emeritus 

Professor from OSU. Scholars from around the nation presented on reframing existing 

institutions and gave institutional responses.  

In October 2008, the Rural Studies Program co-sponsored the ―Rising Food and Energy 

Prices: US Policy at a Crossroads‖ conference. The focus of the conference was on 

understanding the role that biofuels can and will play in the costs of food and fuel for 

consumers. In particular, it focused on the impact on food supplies and prices if 

increasing amounts of agricultural commodities are diverted into energy production. 
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The conference was designed to provoke a discussion on what food policy should be in 

the 21st Century, given continued growth in demand for agricultural commodities. 

In November 2008, the Rural Studies Program, the Portland State University Institute 

for Portland Metropolitan Studies and the University of Oregon and the Ford Family 

Foundation co-sponsored the ―Toward One Oregon: Rural-Urban Interdependence‖ 

conference.  Researchers, policymakers, journalists, community leaders and the public 

gathered to discuss what links rural and metropolitan Oregon together and what, 

strategically are the ways that these links can be strengthened for the benefit of the 

state. Panels of researchers from OSU, PSU, and the U of O, and editors of Oregon 

newspapers engaged in conversations about these issues with each other and with the 

audience of concerned citizens.  This conference received extensive media coverage 

including articles in Portland, Salem, Bend and Astoria as well as OPB. 

Workshops 

In November 2006, Kenneth Reardon led a half-day workshop for University faculty 

and their community partners on Building University-Community Partnership. About 

40 participants representing eight University-Community partnerships attended the 

event. The discussion also included the challenges of university-community 

partnerships and the role of the university. Several of the participating teams continued 

their partnership discussions following the conference. The MOU between OSU Rural 

Studies Program and the Wallowa Mountain Institute is one example of the 

strengthened partnerships resulting from this workshop. 

The Rural Studies Program also reached out to rural scholars at other U.S. universities 

by providing training to rural and regional economists at a workshop, Fundamentals of 

Spatial Economics, prior to the 2007 annual meeting of the American Agricultural 

Economics Association. This workshop, co-sponsored with the Castle Professorship of 

Resource and Rural Economics and with financial support from external partners, gave 

95 faculty and graduate students from around the world the opportunity to interact 

with five leading spatial economists from Canada, New Zealand and the United States. 

The workshop provided an environment in which the new and established faculty in 

this discipline could redefine the scope and focus of their work to better incorporate 

spatial dimensions. 

 

 



28 

 

University Lectures 

On the evening of November 20th, 2006, the Rural Studies Program also co-sponsored a 

community address by Kenneth Reardon. In ―Rebuilding the Big Easy: The Challenge 

of Multi-University Partnerships in Post-Disaster New Orleans,‖ Reardon discussed 

community-based planning in severely distressed urban neighborhoods and alternative 

approaches to community development in post-Katrina New Orleans. 

In April 2008, RSP co-sponsored a lecture by Linda Burton, the James B. Duke Professor 

of Sociology at Duke University, a nationally prominent sociologist studying rural 

people. Professor Burton‘s talk was entitled ―Journeys to the Altar: Intimate Unions and 

Childbearing in Low Income Urban and Rural Families.‖ A video archive of Professor 

Burton‘s presentation is available at http://oregonstate.edu/media/archives/.  

 

Summary 
 
The Rural Studies Program has expanded the links between Oregon State University 

and the rural communities of the state and provided OSU students and faculty with 

new understanding of the challenges and opportunities facing rural people and places. 

OSU faculty and students have engaged rural leaders and communities in developing: 

http://oregonstate.edu/media/archives/
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 New information tools including the Rural Communities Explorer for all Oregon 

communities, Community Vitality indicators for our two partner counties, and the 

Oregon County Monitor for each of the 36 counties; 

 New partnerships with rural nonprofit organizations committed to improving the 

economic, social and environmental well being of their counties; 

 New economic information and educational services for exploring rural economic 

opportunity; and 

 Educational events providing opportunities for university faculty, students and 

rural community leaders to develop and extend new knowledge about rural people 

and places. 
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OSU Rural Studies Program:                                                              

Accomplishments, Challenges and Future Opportunities 

Accomplishments 2004-2009  

The OSU Rural Studies Program, with the support of the Sustainable Rural 

Communities Initiative, has made substantial progress toward our four goals of:  

 Creating multi-disciplinary academic programs that prepare the next new 

generation for leadership in understanding and resolving complex rural problems; 

 Generating new knowledge through multi-disciplinary research and policy analysis;  

 Engaging rural communities in learning collaboratively about issues and problems 

of mutual interest; and 

 Expanding OSU outreach to citizens and policymakers about rural community 

opportunities and federal/state policy impacts.  

Academic Programs 

The Rural Studies Program has had an important impact on graduate and 

undergraduate education at Oregon State University through: 

 a unique Rural Policy concentration in the Masters of Public Policy graduate 

program; 

 three graduate and/or undergraduate experiential courses bringing students to 

rural communities and giving them the opportunity to interact with rural people 

and learn from them about these issues; 

 internships in rural communities to work with local or state government or 

nonprofit partners to learn about specific rural problems;  

  participation in an international rural policy summer school; and 

 new rural studies classes in agricultural and resource economics, anthropology, 

geosciences, sociology, and political science. 
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Research 

Rural Studies Program research projects have examined many issues important to rural 

Oregonians, often initiated and funded by local stakeholders, and in many cases 

including rural residents as research partners.  

 Research projects involve faculty and graduate students in analyzing issues related 

to community vitality, migration, land use, the environment, poverty and food 

security, and the impacts of federal and state policy in rural areas.  

 The RSP has also initiated several projects that are pilot efforts for the RSP Long 
Term Community Research Program that will track indicators in partner 
communities and with partner organizations over an extended period. 

 A Working Paper series provides an outlet for early dissemination of research 
results and opportunity for peer review and comment of research findings. 

Outreach and Engagement 
 
The Rural Studies Program has expanded the links between Oregon State University 

and the rural communities of the state by developing a core Community Vitality 

Working Group that involves new Extension faculty members in developing new 

economic information and educational services and community partnerships. 

OSU faculty and students have engaged rural leaders and communities in developing: 

 The Oregon Rural Community Information System, with new information tools 

including the Rural Communities Explorer for all Oregon communities, Community 

Vitality Indicators for our two partner counties, and the Oregon County Monitor for 

each of the 36 counties; 

 New partnerships with rural nonprofit organizations committed to improving the 

economic, social and environmental well being of their counties; and  

 Educational services providing opportunities for university faculty, students and 

rural community leaders to develop and extend new knowledge about rural people 

and places. 
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Issues and Challenges  

There is much to celebrate about the growth of the Rural Studies Program, but some 

significant issues and challenges remain. These include: 

1) Organizational Placement. The RSP was established in 2001 by the OSU Provost 

and reports to the Provost. In 2008, a proposal was submitted for creation of an 

OSU Rural Institute, as one of OSU‘s Centers and Institutes under the Research 

Office. This placement could have provided funding for administrative support 

for Rural Studies, and made Rural Studies more attractive to include in the 

funding raising efforts of the OSU Foundation. After receiving the OSU Research 

Council review of this proposal, the Vice President for Research in his 

recommendation to the Provost supported the concept of a Rural Institute, but 

expressed concerns about the potential of the proposed Institute to generate 

external funding, and indicated that the Research Office would not be able to 

support the Institute financially. He suggested that, if the Provost could provide 

administrative support for the program, it be located in the College of 

Agricultural Sciences.   

In 2008, as we were developing a proposal to create the OSU Rural Institute, we 

also helped develop a legislative package/policy option package that would 

have funded an RSP/Rural Institute Director. This ―UR Connected‖ partnership 

would have created a unique OUS center for urban-rural interdependence 

involving four state universities, led by OSU‘s Rural Studies Program and PSU‘s 

Institute for Portland Metropolitan Studies. The proposal was developed for 

consideration by the State Board of Higher Education as a possible line item in 

the 2009-2011 OUS budget.  However, this was not moved forward by OUS. This 

center would have been the first of its kind in the nation, and have given OUS a 

national leadership role in an area that is getting increasing attention both in 

policy discussion and academic discourse.  

 

Placement of the Rural Studies Program in the University structure should be 

based on optimizing the effectiveness and visibility of the program. 

 
2)  Funding. The $1.5 million 5-year strategic investment in the Sustainable Rural 

Communities Initiative has generated over $3.3 million to date in new external 

funding to OSU for research and outreach/engagement. The bulk of RSP 

external funds have been secured in federal contracts and in contracts with the 
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Ford Family Foundation, with whom we work on collaborative projects 

consistent with our joint interest in rural community vitality. The Rural Studies 

Program has submitted unsuccessful proposals for an additional $5.8 million.  

RSP faculty affiliates are currently putting together cross-disciplinary proposals 

for U.S. Department of Agriculture and National Science Foundation grants and 

have pending proposals for $1.9 million. 

 

The OSU Initiative investment has focused, redirected and leveraged resources 

of five OSU colleges, the OSU Extension Service and the Ford Family Foundation 

to establish recurring faculty lines for seven new faculty members.  The $750,000 

Initiative investment in salary and startup costs for these new OSU faculty 

members over the past 5 years has leveraged over $0.6 million in annual 

recurring commitments to support the new OSU faculty members to continue the 

research, teaching and outreach in rural studies. This $0.6 million consists of 

$475,000 annually from the colleges and Extension Service, and $133,000 

annually from the Ford Family Foundation. These faculty members have greatly 

increased OSU‘s capacity to do the teaching, research and outreach in rural 

policy and rural studies. 

 

We have developed a funding model for the long- term administration and 

operation of the Rural Studies Program that we believe can be sustainable. This 

model is based on a mix of e-campus revenues from the Graduate Rural Studies 

Certificate, and contracts and grants generated in support of the three RSP 

strategic goals (identified below). 

Recommendations from External Review 

An external program review of the Rural Studies Program was conducted in June 2009. 

The 7-person External Review Committee consisted of the President of the League of 

Oregon Cities, Director of the School of Urban Studies and Planning at PSU, Senior 

Program Officer of Oregon Community Foundation, Director of the Western Rural 

Development Center at Utah State University, co-chair of the OSU Extension Citizen 

Advisory Network and CEOs of Rural Development Initiatives and the Oregon Coast 

Community Action agency. The committee met over two days and identified program 

strengths and weaknesses, as well as opportunities for further development, and made 

a series of recommendations.  Here are the recommendations in full: 
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Action recommendations:  Short Term  

 

 Articulate the ways that the RSP at Oregon State advances the university‘s mission 

and helps fulfill its new strategic plan. 

 Work to further couple Rural Studies with graduate education at OSU, including for 

example a possible new Ph.D. in Public Policy. 

 Develop new revenue streams for RSP.  Investigate opportunities such as contracted 

work with Community Action Agencies, and/or use of Rural Communities 

Explorer, for assisting these agencies, foundations, and state agencies in assessing 

rural needs and program impacts. 

 Work with OSU administration to secure support for a permanent, half-time RSP 

director and full time RSP coordinator.  The RSP is too valuable to leave vulnerable 

to the less stable funding streams of foundations or dependent on temporary 

arrangements such as its current funding by College of Agricultural Sciences.   

 Secure funding to make permanent the position responsible for maintaining and 

developing Rural Communities Explorer.  This is currently funded by ―one-year at a 

time‖ foundation support. 

 Find inexpensive incentives to keep RSP faculty connected, motivated, and engaged 

in the program (e.g., money for course buyouts, seed money, graduate internships 

and support). 

 Work more closely with Extension and with non-profit partners to better deliver to 

rural people in Oregon the completed research, using live and electronic means of 

delivery.  Counteract the sense that RSP is a well-kept secret. 

 Work with the Provost‘s Office to position RSP in the OSU organizational structure 

in the way that will best serve the needs of students, communities, and faculty, and 

will secure RSP‘s place in the institution. 

 

Action Recommendations:  Long term 

 

 Clarify RSP‘s aspirations, whether it wishes to become an intellectual leader in Rural 

Studies, and the extent to which it wishes to specialize in academic programs, 

research or be an outreach/engagement service provider for Oregon.   

 Explore how the tension between these two points on the continuum will be 

resolved. 

 Prioritize topics for developing an RSP research agenda. Select fewer major rural 

issues and focus on them. 
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 Develop a RSP marketing and branding strategy that will broaden awareness both 

internally and externally of the program services already provided.  

 Work more closely with PSU‘s Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies and others 

doing ‗urban studies‘ to develop ‗rural studies‘ literature. 

 Consider expanding the focus from solely, or primarily, rural ‗communities‘, to rural 

places and regions.  This may broaden the appeal of the RSP, and will allow for 

investigation of research questions that cross community, and often county, 

boundaries. 

 

Rural Studies Program Strategic Goals 

The support of the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative has allowed the Rural 

Studies Program to develop new educational programs, research and outreach projects, 

and put together an infrastructure of faculty and staff to maintain these efforts. Based 

on the input of RSP faculty, students, external review team and other stakeholders, RSP 

has developed three strategic goals for the 2009-2013 period:  

 Establish OSU‘s reputation as the national leader in graduate education in rural 

public policy by strengthening the rural track in the MPP, implementing the Rural 
Policy Graduate Certificate, and developing a Rural Policy concentration in the 
proposed Ph.D. in Public Policy 

 Contribute to OSU‘s emergence as a national leader in Outreach and Engagement 

and its designation by the Carnegie Foundation as a Community-Engaged 

University by broadening and deepening our education footprint in Oregon, the 
nation and the world. RSP will more deeply engage rural community leaders and 

citizens in learning about their communities, their constraints and their 
opportunities through off-campus informal education, applied research, and a 
graduate certificate in rural policy, and will expand student engagement through 
our experiential learning and on-line courses, international comparative rural policy 
studies summer school, graduate minor in Rural Studies, and collaborative research 
projects, capitalizing on current partnerships developed in the past several years in 
key rural communities.   

 Secure OSU‘s place as the community data center for Oregon and the Northwest, 
providing tools and services to state agencies, community action agencies, counties, 
cities, and nonprofit groups, and data for policy-relevant research on environmental, 
economic, social and cultural well-being in the rural United States.  
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Implementation Plan  

In order to achieve the RSP Strategic Goals, Rural Studies Program faculty affiliates are 

expanding some existing efforts and developing new programs to address the needs of 

rural people and places in Oregon and elsewhere. Key programs and projects targeted 

for development or expansion include:  

1) PhD in Public Policy. The College of Liberal Arts is working on a proposal for a 

Ph.D. in public policy, building on the Master of Public Policy.  RSP expects to be 

integrally involved in this proposal, developing a Rural Policy track in the Ph.D. 

building on the master‘s degree program. 

2) Graduate Certificate in Rural Studies. The RSP has developed a proposal to 

OSU for a new Graduate Certificate in Rural Studies. This would both give rural 

leaders and agencies new skills for addressing rural problems and concerns and 

prepare people unfamiliar with rural communities to better understand and 

work in rural communities. It could be used as a ―graduate school‖ for people 

who have completed leadership training and wanted additional information and 

skills for making a difference in their communities. 

3) Graduate Minor in Rural Studies. The RSP has developed a proposal to OSU for 

a new Graduate Minor in Rural Studies that would allow students to combine a 

multidisciplinary core of courses in rural studies with specialty courses to create 

a graduate minor that could be used by students in any graduate program at 

OSU. 

4) Experiential classes. Rural Studies experiential courses involve additional costs. 

Continuation of these courses will require supplemental funding. RSP is 

exploring new sources of funding for these unique offerings.  

5) Extension Community Vitality Working Group (CVWG) OSU Extension 

Service has invested in four new faculty members who are developing a work 

plan for an educational program that will strengthen rural communities in 

Oregon.  

6) Oregon Rural Community Information System (ORCIS) RSP currently 

maintains two publicly available systems for data retrieval and data 

visualization: Rural Community Explorer and Oregon County Monitor. RSP is 

seeking funding for continued maintenance and development of these systems. 
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7)  On-line Community Vitality Education Program. RSP has submitted a 

proposal to OSU E-campus to develop an online noncredit education program 

for those who want to develop new knowledge and skills in community 

economics and development. 

8) Urban-rural Interdependence Project with PSU. RSP will continue to seek ways 

of collaborating with the Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies to engage 

urban and rural communities in learning from one another and in helping bridge 

the urban-rural divide in Oregon. 

9) International Comparative Rural Policy Studies Summer School. Oregon State 

University is a member of the ICRPS Consortium of universities in Europe, 

Canada, Mexico and the U.S. OSU plans to continue active participation in this 

Consortium and to host the ICRPS Summer School in 2010. 

The OSU Rural Studies Program directly contributes to the realization of the 

Imperative and Commitments identified in the OSU 2009-2013 Strategic Plan.  

Phase II Imperative 

In its 2009-2013 Strategic Plan, OSU indicates that investments will be driven by a Phase 

II Imperative: ―The University will foster exceptional educational, research, and 

outreach initiatives that sustain human well being and improve the quality of human 

life. Acting on this imperative requires understanding diverse, complex interactions 

among population, demographics, human health, climate, access to natural resources 

…, sustainability, economic vitality, cultural diversity, and new technologies, among 

others.‖… 

 RSP offers ―exceptional educational, research, and outreach initiatives that sustain 
human well being and improve the quality of human life.‖ Through its long-term, 
place-based research collaborations with rural communities, RSP generates new 
knowledge about ―diverse, complex interactions among population, demographics, 
human health, climate, access to natural resources …, sustainability, economic 
vitality, cultural diversity….‖ Through its state-of-the-art information portal, 
decision support tools and educational programs, it offers exceptional outreach 
initiatives that improve the quality of life in Oregon‘s communities. 

 

The Strategic Plan also asserts that successful response to this imperative requires OSU 

to meet two commitments:  
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Commitment #1  

―OSU will lead in developing a globally competitive workforce and an informed and 

capable citizenry. … Students will acquire the understanding of major political, social 

and intellectual trends – and the functions of the natural world – necessary to address 

complex academic and research problems.‖  

 The RSP-initiated/supported graduate programs in rural policy and rural studies, 
experiential classes, involvement in community-based research and involvement in 
the international summer school give students ―the understanding of major political, 
social and intellectual trends – and the functions of the natural world – necessary to 
address complex academic and research problems.‖ 

 
Commitment #2  

―OSU will address multifaceted national and global challenges that resist simple 

technical or social solutions. The University‘s education, research, and outreach 

activities must intensely engage broad intellectual and social communities in seeking 

solutions to these problems. Therefore, OSU will integrate knowledge and exploration 

in Signature Areas of Distinction with inquiries in the sciences and humanities that 

open doors to new strategies and solutions.‖  

 RSP research, outreach and engagement projects ―intensely engage broad 
intellectual and social communities in seeking solutions to…multifaceted national 
and global challenges that resist simple technical or social solutions.― 

 

Our commitment and contribution to OSU Strategic Plan 

Rural areas contain most of the earth‘s ecosystem and rural people manage most of the 

world‘s land, water and other natural resources. The sustainability of the earth‘s 

ecosystem thus depends on rural community leaders‘ understanding of complex and 

multidimensional social, economic and environmental problems, and on engaging rural 

people, community leaders and policymakers in developing place-based solutions and 

strategies for resolving such problems. ―Rural policy‖ and ―rural studies‖ are small 

emerging niches in the U.S. higher education system that make critical contributions to 

this understanding and promote this engagement in strategy development. They are 

also niches in which OSU is well on the way to becoming pre-eminent. Continuing to 

develop these academic niches – and to support the research, outreach and engagement 

with rural people and places – would give OSU a unique advantage in developing the 
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Signature Area of Distinction of ―Advancing the Science of Sustainable Earth 

Ecosystems.‖  

We intend to remain focused on the needs of Oregon rural communities, while making 

sure that we pay attention to the larger economic, social, environmental and policy 

forces shaping rural people and places around the nation and the world. We will seek 

opportunities that move us toward becoming the leading rural studies program in the 

US, distinguishing ourselves by intimate understanding of issues most salient in the 

west, by making top notch faculty and student researchers available to rural 

communities, including a greater scope of disciplines (beyond the agricultural and 

social sciences), and by continuing to emphasize the collaborative nature of learning 

and research between the university and rural communities.    

The OSU Rural Studies Program -- with the support of the Sustainable Rural 

Communities Initiative -- has created a unique academic program in rural policy, a 

research program that engages rural people and places in developing place-based 

knowledge addressing critical rural problems, and a state-of-the-art information system 

for Oregon communities. Continuing support for the Rural Studies Program will allow 

OSU to become a national leader both in rural public policy education and in 

engagement of citizen leaders and policymakers and in providing information and 

decision support tools for rural people and places.
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Appendix 1:  Rural Studies Program Faculty and Staff 

Faculty Affiliates 

Heidi Albers - Department of Forest Ecosystems and Society  

Stephanie Bernell - Department of Public Health 

John Bliss* - Department of Forest Ecosystems and Society  

Sally Bowman* - Department of Human Development and Family Sciences/OSU   

Extension 

Flaxen Conway* - Department of Sociology/Oregon Sea Grant Extension 

Lori Cramer - Department of Sociology 

Mindy Crandall* - OSU Extension Family and Community Development 

Michael Dalton - College of Education 

Mark Edwards* - Department of Sociology 

Lena Etuk* - OSU Extension Family and Community Development 

Hannah Gosnell* - Department of Geosciences 

Joan Gross* - - Department of Anthropology 

Roger Hammer* - Department of Sociology 

Mark Henkels - Department of Political Science, Western Oregon University 

Michael Hibbard - Institute for Policy Research and Innovation, University of Oregon 

Kate MacTavish* - Department of Human Development and Family Sciences 

Munisamy Gopinath - Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics 

Kurt Peters* - Department of Ethnic Studies 

Andrew Plantinga - Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics 

Dwaine Plaza - Department of Sociology 

Mallory Rahe* - Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics/OSU Extension 

Nancy Rosenberger* - Department of Anthropology 

Robert Sahr* - Department of Political Science 

Richard Sandler* – Rural Studies Program Staff 

Megan Smith - Community Service Center, University of Oregon 

Bruce Sorte* - Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics/OSU Extension 

Brent Steel* - Department of Political Science 

Bryan Tilt - Department of Anthropology 

Rebecca Warner - Department of Sociology 

Bruce Weber, Director* - Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics/OSU 

Extension 

Junjie Wu - Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics 

*Executive Committee Member 

http://www.cof.orst.edu/cof/fr/facultypages/albers.php
http://www.hhs.oregonstate.edu/faculty-staff/userinfo.php?id=22
http://www.cof.orst.edu/cof/fr/facultypages/bliss.php
http://www.hhs.oregonstate.edu/faculty-staff/userinfo.php?id=30
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/sociology/faculty/conwayf/
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/sociology/faculty/cramerl/
mailto:mindy.crandall@oregonstate.edu
http://oregonstate.edu/education/people/administration/dalton.html
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/sociology/faculty/edwarmar/
http://www.hhs.oregonstate.edu/faculty-staff/userinfo.php?id=567
http://www.geo.oregonstate.edu/people/faculty/gosnell.htm
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/anthropology/faculty-staff/gross
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/sociology/faculty/hammerr
http://www.wou.edu/las/socsci/faculty/henkels.htm
http://pppm.uoregon.edu/index.cfm?mode=faculty&page=michaelhibbard
http://www.hhs.oregonstate.edu/faculty-staff/userinfo.php?id=156
http://arec.oregonstate.edu/faculty2/gopi.html
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/ethnic_studies/faculty/peters.php
http://arec.oregonstate.edu/faculty2/plantinga.html
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/sociology/faculty/plazad/
mailto:mallory.rahe@oregonstate.edu
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/anthropology/faculty-staff/rosenberger
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/polisci/faculty/sahr-robert
http://pppm.uoregon.edu/index.cfm?mode=faculty&page=megansmith
mailto:bruce.sorte@oregonstate.edu
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/polisci/faculty/steel-brent-s
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/anthropology/faculty-staff/tilt
http://oregonstate.edu/cla/sociology/faculty/warnerr/
http://arec.oregonstate.edu/faculty2/wu.html
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New Faculty Supported by the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative  

Yong Chen, Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource 
Economics [starting Fall 2009] 
 
Yong Chen is receiving his PhD in agricultural, environmental and development 
economics at the Ohio State University in 2009. He will have a research, teaching and 
Extension appointment focused on rural economics. He will teach three courses that are 
important for the graduate and undergraduate AREc and MPP students, and will 
conduct research on rural-urban interdependences and topics that lie at the intersection 
of resource and rural economics, as well as provide economics expertise to 
multidisciplinary rural research at OSU. He will also support the applied research of 
three Extension faculty in the Extension Community Vitality Work Group.  

Lena Etuk, Extension Social Demographer, Department of Human 
Development and Family Sciences 
 
Lena Etuk received her Master of Science from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 
Sociology. At the University of Wisconsin, her primary area of study was the 
effectiveness of employment and marriage in reducing poverty and reliance on welfare. 
She also worked on an array of research including the impact of federal labor policy on 
labor market stratification during industrial restructuring in the 1980s and the 
relationship between Soviet and Russian labor market policies on fertility.  At Oregon 
State University, she focuses on understanding the relationships between population 
and social phenomena and on helping changing communities understand their social 
landscapes to plan for their futures.  

Monica Fisher, Assistant Professor Department of Agricultural and Resource 
Economics [June 2006 to July 2008] 
 
Monica Fisher received her PhD from Purdue University in Agricultural Economics. 
She taught courses in rural development economics and policy, and natural resource 
economics. Her research interests included (a) rural-urban migration and its effects on 
the spatial distribution of poverty in the US, (b) accounting for geographic cost of living 
differences in US poverty measurement, (c) how households in low-income settings 
cope with agricultural and health risks, and (d) links between poverty and forest use in 
tropical countries. She was at OSU from July 2006 to June 2008. 
 
Hannah Gosnell, Assistant Professor, Department 
of Geosciences  
  
Hannah Gosnell received her Ph.D. from the University of Colorado-Boulder in 
Geography. She joins us from the Center of the American West at the University of 
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Colorado where she conducted research that looked at the rates and patterns of change 
in ownership and use of the West‘s ranchlands. Her specialty areas include the human 
dimensions of natural resource management, environmental policy and law, water 
resource geography, and the U.S. West. Her current research interests are land use 
change, rural sustainability, and biodiversity conservation. She teaches courses on 
Land Use, Geography of Resource Use, and the Principles and Practices of Rural 
Resource Planning.  

Roger Hammer, Assistant Professor, Department 
of Sociology  
 
Roger Hammer came to Oregon State University from the University of Wisconsin 
where he received a Ph.D. in Sociology and a M.A. in Rural Sociology. Roger also 
holds a M.R.P. in City and Regional Planning from Cornell. His research interests 
include ecological demography, migration, housing, and rural sociology. He 
coordinates the Sustainable Rural Communities multi-disciplinary seminar and 
teaches courses on Population Trends and Policies, Rural Communities and 
Demographic Change, and Conducting Social Research.  

Mallory Rahe, Extension Community Economist, Department of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics 
 
Mallory Rahe came to Oregon State University from the University of Illinois, where 
she received her M.S. in Agricultural Economics. She is also a PhD candidate in Urban 
and Regional Planning at University of Illinois. Her research interests include topics in 
the field of regional economics and understanding the links between civic engagement 
in community development and economic outcomes. She is working with communities, 
mostly in Western Oregon, to help them understand their local economies and impacts 
of change. She has taught Extension distance classes to Extension faculty in Illinois and 
will be developing distance courses at OSU. 
  
Bruce Sorte, Extension Community Economist, Department of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics  
 
Bruce Sorte received his MAIS in Agricultural Economics, Political Science, and 
Economics from Oregon State University. He is working with Oregon communities on 
economic profiles and economic development strategies, focusing on Eastern Oregon 
communities. His research interests include economic development, public/private 
ventures, alternative funding options for K-12 education, and finding compromises for 
production and environmental issues.  He has taught Introduction to Environmental 
Economics and Policy and Introduction to Microeconomics.  
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Mindy Crandall, Extension Community Analyst, Department of Human 
Development and Family Sciences 
 
Mindy Crandall received her MS in Agricultural and Resource Economics from 
Oregon State University. She currently support the activities of the Community 
Vitality Indicators Project, Rural Communities Explorer, and the Rural Studies 
Program through data management, website content development, and 
research and mapping related to rural communities. In addition, she 
coordinates the County Monitoring project.  Her research interests include the 
relationship between poverty and location across the U.S., with particular 
focus on rural areas and poverty pockets. 
 

RSP Faculty Fellows 

In Fall 2006, OSU faculty interested in and knowledgeable of rural issues were invited 

to become Rural Studies Faculty Fellows. The Fellows program helped to expand the 

network of rural scholars on the OSU campus and to increase opportunities for 

interdisciplinary collaboration in research, teaching, and outreach. Nine faculty 

members representing eight departments and the Valley Library participated in the 

Faculty Fellows program.  

The Faculty Fellows are: 

 Nabil Boudraa, Foreign Languages & Literature 
 Cass Dykeman, Education 
 Larry Enochs, Science and Math Education 
 Andrew Hulting, Crop and Soil Science 
 Minjeong Kim, Design and Human Environment 
 Sujaya Rao, Crop and Soil Science 
 Sharon Rosenkoetter, Human Development and Family Sciences 
 John Tanaka, Agricultural and Resource Economics 
 Ruth Vondracek, Valley Library 

 

They participated in a weekly seminar series, in several networking events, and have 

strengthened the rural dimensions of their work. Ruth Vondracek, for example, is 

working to building the rural collection at the Library and has become a key contributor 

to the Rural Community Explorer project. Larry Enochs incorporated outreach to rural 

Oregon into a grant application for a project to improve math and science education in 

the classroom 
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Appendix 2:  Selected Graduate Students funded by the Sustainable Rural 

Communities Initiative  

 

Jesse Abrams, PhD student in Forest Resources. Jesse is conducting a study of the 

drivers and consequences of land ownership change in traditionally rural, resource-

dependent northeast Oregon with a focus on the opportunities and challenges of 

amenity migration for continued resource stewardship.   

Vince Adams, Masters of Public Policy student. Vince is looking at the changes in 
spending and revenues of Oregon counties during the past several years as part of an 
assessment of the impact of reductions in Federal forest payments to counties caused by 
termination of the Secure Rural Schools funding. His study describes the patterns of 
change across Oregon‘s counties and models econometrically the responses of spending 
on particular services to reductions in Federal forest payments. 
 

Dawn Marie Gaid, Masters of Public Policy student. Dawn Marie is examining the 
impacts of planned program and expenditure cuts in selected Oregon counties as a 
result of reduced Federal land payments to counties. Through interviews and focus 
groups, she is exploring how particular reductions in services provided by county 
government in these counties are perceived by citizens, businesses and institutions such 
as schools. 
  
Erin Kelly, PhD student in Forest Resources. As industrial owners divest their 
ownerships, institutional investors are becoming the predominant large-scale forest 
owners. This trend has uncertain implications for local, often forest-dependent 
communities and the timber industry in general. Erin is examining links between 
ownership change, forest management, and community capacity.  
 

Peter Little, PhD student in Applied Anthropology. Peter is collaborating with teachers 
and high school students on a community research project exploring local food system 
and food security issues in Alsea, OR. As an applied project, its more general aim is to 
incorporate youth in identifying local community assets to inform community 
development decisions.  
 

Devora Shamah, PhD student in Human Development and Family Sciences. Devora is 
currently collecting data for her dissertation project in Wallowa County. In addition to 
the Rural Initiative funding, the project is also being supported by a grant from the John 
Templeton Foundation and the Thrive Foundation for Youth. Her project is titled, 
―Looking toward the Future: Aspirations among Rural Youth.‖ Her study uses a mixed 
methods approach that combines latent class analysis and ethnographic methods to 
examine rural youth‘s development of aspirations and sense of purpose. The study will 
examine the complex processes associated with the production of successful rural youth 
at individual, family, school, and community levels.  
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Appendix 3:  Selected Research Questions Addressed by Rural Studies Program 
Faculty and Graduate Students  
 
Research projects by RSP faculty and graduates students address questions relevant to 
rural communities.  To emphasize this, we list many of these projects by research 
question and interest area rather than by usual academic citations.  Many of these can 
be viewed on the RSP website, under the working papers link. 
 
Community Vitality 
 
How do rural and urban places differently impact opportunities people have to 
volunteer in their communities?  Graduate thesis written by Melissa Torgerson, MPP 
graduate in 2007.  Title:  Barriers to Community Involvement Across Rural and Urban 
Communities 
 
How can we enhance leadership and civic engagement by Latino residents in rural 
places?  Graduate thesis written by Sara Curiel, MPP graduate in 2007.  Title:  
Strengthening Oregon's Communities: Latino Community Leadership Training 
 
How coordinated and effective are social services for homeless youth in a rural part 
of Oregon?  A contracted report commissioned by Douglas County with Sociology 
professor Mark Edwards and MPP graduate students Jennifer Sattem and Melissa 
Torgerson.  This project became a journal article in Rural Sociology titled:  Paradoxes of 
Providing Rural Social Services: The Case of Homeless Youth. 
 
What are rural counties doing to address the out-migration of young people from 
rural areas in Oregon?  Graduate thesis written by Samuel ―Monty‖ Johnson, MPP 
graduate in 2008.  Title:  Oregon’s Changing Rural Population:  Age, Migration and Policy 
Response.  
 
How can rural coastal community leaders help their towns cope with big changes in 
the fishing industry?  A research project by Professors Flaxen Conway, Brian Tilt, and 
several leaders in Garibaldi, Newport, and Port Orford, Oregon).      
 
How should we measure “community capacity” in rural places?  A working paper 
completed by Bruce Weber (AREC) and Alex Marre, graduate student in AREC.  Title:  
Assessing Community Capacity in Rural America:  Some Lessons from Two Rural 
Observatories 
 
How does growing up in a rural trailer park impact a young person as they grow up?  
A NIH funded project completed by Kate MacTavish, which resulted in conference 
papers and published articles in social science journals. 
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How does the physical and social space of rural places impact the physical activity of 
youth?  A project completed by Kate MacTavish.  Title: Physical Activity and Rural 
Environments: Perspectives of Hispanic and Non-Hispanic Rural Youth. 
 
What is the economic impact of county fairs on local economies?  An economic impact 
analysis by Community Economist Bruce Sorte, focused on 3 counties in Oregon. Title; 
Oregon County Fairs: An Economic Impact Analysis, Link: 
http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/County%20Fair%20Report%2006150
7.pdf 
 
What are the likely local economic impacts of developing wind energy production in 
rural Oregon?  An economic impact analysis for the National Renewable Energy Lab, 
completed by Community Economist Bruce Sorte and MPP graduate student, Melissa 
Torgerson.  Title:  Umatilla County's Economic Structure and the Economic Impacts of Wind 
Energy Development: An Input-Output Analysis. 
 
Land Use and the Environment 
 
How do people in Oregon’s rural communities perceive land use law?  Graduate 
thesis written by Garrett Chrostek, MPP graduate in 2008.  Title:  The Influence of 
Measure 37 Claims on the Shift in Vote between Measure 37 and Measure 49. 
What characteristics of people impact their support for land-use ballot initiatives, and 
does location of residence matter?  Graduate thesis written by Justin Fuller, MPP 
graduate in 2008.  Title:  A Statistical Analysis of Oregon's Land-use Ballot Initiative 
 
How does Oregon’s land use planning system affect agricultural landowners’ ability 
to manage their land and water sustainability?  A report written by Hannah Gosnell 
(Geosciences); Title:  How Does Oregon’s State Land Use Planning System Affect Rural 
Sustainability? Collaborative, Multidisciplinary Learning in the Klamath Basin 
 
How do water levels in a nearby lake impact the economy of a rural community?  An 
economic analysis completed by Community Economist Bruce Sorte and MPP graduate 
student Chris Buerger.  Title:  Economic Impact Study for Detroit Lake and the Upper North 
Santiam Canyon. 
 
How are changing patterns of private ownership of private forests influencing forest 
conservation?  A set of working papers available on the Rural Studies Program website 
by John Bliss, Erin Kelly, and Jesse Abram.  
 
How is population growth in some rural areas influencing how we respond to 
wildfires?  A series of working papers and congressional testimony by Roger Hammer, 

http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/County%20Fair%20Report%20061507.pdf
http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/County%20Fair%20Report%20061507.pdf
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available on the Rural Studies Program website. 
 
Social Services, Poverty & Hunger 
 
How can we estimate the number of people who are food insecure in low population 
counties?  Graduate thesis written by Jay Grussing, MPP graduate in 2007.  Title: 
Predicting County-Level Food Insecurity and Hunger in Oregon 
 
How does being in a rural area impact the likelihood of experiencing food 
insecurity?  A research paper published in Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics 
by Stephanie Bernell (Public Health), Bruce Weber (Agricultural and Resource 
Economics), and Mark Edwards (Sociology).  Title:  Restricted Opportunities, Personal 
Choices, Ineffective Policies? What Explains Food Insecurity in Oregon?   
 
How do food insecurity rates vary between rural and urban places in the Northwest?  
A conference paper presented and working paper posted by Jay Grussing (MPP 
graduate student) and Mark Edwards (Sociology).  Title:  Non-metropolitan Hunger and 
Food Insecurity in the Northwest.  
Is poverty higher in rural areas because poor people move there, or because local 
opportunities keep people poor?  In papers in Journal of Agricultural and Resource 
Economics (2005) and Growth and Change (2007), Monica Fisher finds that poverty is 
higher in rural areas both because low-income people are more likely to move to or stay 
in rural places and because rural areas provide fewer opportunities.  
 
What can states actually do about rural poverty? In a paper in the Journal of Regional 
Analysis and Policy entitled ―Rural Poverty: Why Should States Care and What Can State 
Policy Do?, Bruce Weber argues that the realities of poverty—that most poor adults 
work—and policy—that antipoverty policy is becoming more work-oriented, 
community-context- dependent, and tailored to community needs by local governments 
and nongovernmental intermediaries— make state efforts to strengthen local economic 
opportunity and local institutions increasingly important in poverty reduction efforts. 
The higher incidence of poverty in rural America and the evidence that current 
antipoverty policies are less effective in rural areas give added urgency to the task of 
crafting community- based policies that strengthen economic opportunity,  
local institutions, work supports and worker productivity in rural places.   
 
Do rural people who move to urban areas improve their economic well-being? 
Professors Bruce Weber and Monica Fisher, with PhD student Alex Marre, examined 
the relationship between education, poverty, and migration in an article in the Review of 
Agricultural Economics and an RSP Working Paper titled ―Education‘s Effect on Poverty: 
The Role of Migration and Labor Markets‖. The researchers tested for a "direct" effect of 
educational attainment on the poverty status of rural adults through access to higher-
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quality jobs and an "indirect" effect through a higher likelihood of outmigration to 
urban areas and hence access to higher monetary returns to education. They found that, 
in general and as expected, better-educated rural household heads and spouses were 
more likely to move to urban areas during the 1990s. They also found that, contrary to 
expectation, the poverty status of households that initially lived in rural areas was not 
affected by whether they moved to urban areas, holding education constant.  
 
How do people cope with food insecurity in rural places?  A local community foods 
assessment project by Professors Rosenberger and Gross, with their graduate students 
and local community members in western rural Oregon explore how low-income 
people make ends meet in rural Oregon. Title: Food Insecurity in Rural Benton County: An 
Ethnographic Study Link: http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/RSP05-
02.pdf 
 
Impact of Federal, State and Local Policy 
 
What challenges are counties facing while trying to extend the weatherization 
program to rural residents?  Graduate thesis written by D‘Anne Hammond, MPP 
graduate in 2009.  Title:  Low-Income Weatherization:  Practical and Policy Limitations to 
Increasing Services in Rural Oregon. 
 
How are definitions of “rural” changing and what are the implications?  A working 
paper written by Mindy Crandall (AREC graduate student) and Bruce Weber (AREC).  
Title:  Defining Rural Oregon: An Exploration. 
 

http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/RSP05-03.pdf
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Appendix 4:  Selected Innovative Projects Supported by the Sustainable Rural 
Communities Initiative 
 

The Rural Studies Program, through support from the Sustainable Rural Communities 
Initiative, created the Innovative Project Fund in 2005 to stimulate and support multi-
disciplinary research projects focused on critical rural issues. The seed money supports 
research, teaching, and outreach projects that have potential for long-term measurable 
outcomes that improve rural community sustainability and engage the University 
more deeply in seeking solutions to the problems facing rural communities.   

 

Map of Community Involvement through the Innovative Project Fund 

 

In 2005, this fund supported four multidisciplinary projects that reached rural 
communities across the state of Oregon. The projects were a combination of research, 
teaching, and outreach focusing on natural resource-dependent communities, hunger, 
poverty, and educational leadership. In June 2006, two additional seed projects were 
funded to facilitate faculty/community partnerships.  
 
 
• Examining the Trailer Park as a Rural Neighborhood Context  

Kate MacTavish (Human Development and Family Sciences)  

This research was primarily funded by the National Institute of Health with 
additional funds provided by the Initiative to increase research and community 
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outreach opportunities. The project examined how growing up in a small town 
trailer park shapes the developmental pathways available to low-income rural 
children and youth using traditional anthropological methods, including participant 
observation wherein researchers engage in the community in much the same 
manner as residents.  The research resulted in journal publications, academic 
presentations, and local press releases picked up by news outlets across the country.  

One of the most important aspects of this project was its focus on the university-
community partnership. During 2005-2006, MacTavish and other researchers 
developed several innovative methods for disseminating research findings back to 
the stakeholders in the community and at the state level. While the full study 
promised to take us another step closer to understanding the perniciousness of 
poverty in rural Oregon, the additional efforts supported through the Innovative 
Project Fund generated lessons learned about forming more effective partnerships 
between the OSU researcher and one rural community in Oregon. The lessons 
learned from this project apply to research with this and other rural communities. 
Those lessons include: 1) Developing university-community partnerships takes time; 
2) A broader focus enhanced the relationship between the university and the 
community; and 3) Activities beyond the research plan are essential in connecting 
researchers with community leaders and stakeholders. These efforts lay the ground 
work for developing more effective university-community partnership with the 
research community.  

• Community Food Assessment in Rural Benton County  
Joan Gross and Nancy Rosenberger (Anthropology)  

This Innovative Project addressed the problem of food insecurity in Benton County, 
part of the larger problem of food insecurity in the state of Oregon. It was part of the 
Community Food Assessment project planned for 2005/2006 by the Food Systems 
Coalition of Benton County. The project built capacity in understanding the local 
food system among students academically and through community participation. It 
also paired students and faculty members with community members to plan and 
implement a community food assessment.    

The project addressed student learning through course work and service learning 
activities. The Department of Anthropology collaborated with Deb Burke, OSU in-
service learning leader, to co-teach ―The Culture of Food, Poverty, and Hunger‖ 
during Fall term 2005 and Winter term 2006. Students gained an academic 
background in works that question and discuss issues around food, poverty, and 
hunger in communities.   

Student learning extended beyond the classroom and the academic term. Students 
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participated in the local community food assessment, coordinated by Ecumenical 
Ministries of Oregon. In addition, three of the students presented research from this 
project at the 2006 conference of the Society for Applied Anthropology in the session 
entitled ―Local Food, Local Lives: Community Food Assessment in Oregon.‖ They 
also presented their research at the Rural Studies Program Spring Symposium on 
campus.  

• Bridges to Achievement  
Michael Dalton and Sam Stern (College of Education)  

This project, a partnership between the College of Education, the Oregon School 
Boards Association, and the Oregon Department of Education, sought to provide 
professional development and research services to school districts and their partner 
organizations (educational service districts and community colleges) in small, rural 
micropolitan communities through systemic networks, professional development 
opportunities, and research services for board members. The services were 
designed to better align policies with student achievement.   

Project staff and K-14 school board members (school districts, education service 
districts, and community colleges) worked together to implement a pilot project 
that allowed high school students to simultaneously enroll in math and science 
course at their high school, community college, and/or OSU. They also researched 
innovative solutions in small schools and the barriers to implementing such 
innovations. Researchers secured additional funding from Employers for Education 
Excellence (E3) and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to continue this research 
on innovation and creativity in Oregon schools.  

• Communities and Natural Resources: An Interdisciplinary, Experiential  Learning 

Opportunity John Bliss (Forest Resources), Kate MacTavish (Human Development 
and Family Sciences), and Nils Christoffersen (Wallowa Resources)  

This project supported the initial implementation of a new graduate level course 
exploring Oregon‘s rural, natural resource-dependent communities. The course, 
offered for the first time in September 2005, engaged 14 graduate students that year 
from departments throughout Oregon State University in discussions with 
community leaders in Enterprise, Sisters, and Sweet Home, Oregon.  Students spent 
two to three days in each of the three study communities, selected to represent a 
range of current conditions and future trajectories. Through lectures, discussions, 
tours of community development projects and related activities, students were 
exposed to many facets of rural community well-being.  
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The Communities and Natural Resources course has been offered every year since 
2005 (with another course planned for 2009), visiting various communities across 
Oregon each year. To date, 49 students have participated. Planning, implementation, 
and evaluation of the course were a collaborative effort by OSU faculty, students 
and community representatives. Faculty involved in the development of this new 
learning model have presented their experiences in development and participation 
in this type of course at national conferences.   

 

• Improving Community Profiles for Oregon Coastal Fishing Communities Flaxen 
Conway (Oregon Sea Grant Extension)  

Using peer outreach methodology and a collaborative learning model, this project 
created an entirely new methodology for getting critically needed scientifically 
defendable data. This project harnessed the interest and sheer will of agency, fishing 
community, and university partners to proactively deal with this issue by designing 
and implementing an innovative and experimental approach to collaboratively 
creating ―long profiles‖ that include critical information under a broad heading of 
―fishing community perceptions.‖ Project staff partnered with the communities of 
Garibaldi, Newport, and Port Orford.  

• How Does Oregon’s State Land Use Planning System Affect Rural Sustainability? 

Collaborative, Multidisciplinary Learning in the Klamath Basin Hannah Gosnell 
(Geosciences)  

This research sought to merge the goals of the Sustainable Rural Communities 
Initiative and the Oregon Task Force on Land Use Planning (the ―Big Look‖) by 
engaging Klamath Basin citizens and decision makers in an analysis of how 
Oregon‘s current land use planning system affects agricultural landowners‘ ability 
to manage their land and water sustainably. The research was exploratory in nature 
and laid the groundwork for larger long-term, multidisciplinary grant proposals 
involving community-based collaborative learning. With Seed Grant funding, 
faculty visited the Klamath Basin numerous times and used the existing Extension 
network to contact landowners and community leaders; facilitated semi-structured 
group interviews with key informants in the Upper Klamath Basin to identify key 
issues, problems, and challenges related to land use planning; identified case study 
watersheds; and identified logistical needs and challenges. 
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Appendix 5: Courses at Oregon State University with Significant Rural Content 

Course Title 

ANTH 571: Cash, Class and Culture: Hunter-Gatherers to Capitalism 

ANTH 581: Natural Resources and Community Values  

ANTH 582: Anthropology of International Development  

ANTH 584: Wealth and Poverty 

ANTH 586: Anthropology of Food 

ANTH 599: Ethnographic Field School 

ANTH 599: Rural Anthropology 

AREC 554: Rural Development Economics and Policy 

ENG 582  Studies in American Literature, Culture, and the Environment  

ES 546: Native American Community Resource Policies (new class) 

FOR 599: Communities and Natural Resources 

GEO 520: Geography of Resource Use  

GEO 523: Land Use  

GEO 526: Third-World Resource Development  

GEO 552: Principles and Practices of Rural and Resource Planning  

GEO 599: Land and Resource Issues in the New West 

HDFS 547: Families and Poverty 

PS/RS 553: International Development Policy (new class) 

PS 574: Natural Resource Policy and Bureaucratic Politics 

PS 575: Environmental Politics and Policy 
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RS 507: Current Issues in U.S. Rural Policy (Formerly AREC/PS/SOC 507) 

SNR 520X: Socially Sustainable Natural Resources 

SOC 526: Social Inequality 

SOC 554: Leisure and Culture 

SOC 560:  Comparative Societies  

SOC 566: International Development-Gender Issues  

SOC 575: Rural Sociology  

SOC 580: Environmental Sociology 

SOC 581: Society and Natural Resources  

SOC 585: Consensus and Natural Resources  

SOC 507: Contemporary Rural Issues Seminar  

 

Highlight indicates that the course will be part of the proposed Certificate and 

offered both on-campus and on-line
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Appendix 6: Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative Metrics   

Teaching 

Metrics 

2004-2005  2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008  2008-2009 

Rural courses 11 courses 

 14 offerings 

0 new 

courses 

12 courses 

 15 offerings 

3 new courses 

 (ANTH, FOR,  

E-course) 

16 courses 

 21 offerings 

3 new courses  

(2 SOC, 

AREc/PS/SOC) 

3 sustained 

 (ANTH, FOR,  

E-course) 

22 courses 

25 offerings 

2 new courses 

(ANTH, AREc/PS) 

5 sustained 

 (2 SOC, FOR, 

ANTH, E-course) 

25 courses 

28 offerings 

5 sustained 

(2 SOC, FOR, 

ANTH, E-course) 

Students 

enrolled in 

rural courses 

- 433 

333 

Undergraduate 

100 Graduate 

419 

245 

Undergraduate  

174 Graduate  

314 

185  

Undergraduate 

129 Graduate 

468 

319 

Undergraduate 

149 Graduate 

Students in 

rural 

experiential 

courses 

10 54 40 37 38 
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Program Development Metrics 

External 

Funding 

- Available in FY 

06: $82,000 

New awards 

2005-06: $133,000 

 

 

Available in FY 

07: $342,000 

New Awards 

2006-07: $1,551,000 

Proposals 

submitted: 

$1,895,000 

Available in FY 08: 

$554,000 

New Awards 2007-

08: $762,000 

Proposals 

submitted: 

$3,893,000 

Available in  FY 

09: $520,000 

New Awards 

2008-09: $829,000 

Proposals 

pending: 

$1,350,000 

Faculty 

affiliates 

0 34 faculty 

affiliates in 11 

OSU departments 

& 4 OUS 

Universities 

34 faculty affiliates 

& 

 9 faculty fellows 

in 14 OSU 

departments and 

the Valley Library 

& 4 OUS 

universities 

29 faculty affiliates 

& 9 faculty fellows 

in 15 OSU 

departments and 

the Valley Library 

& 4 OUS 

universities 

29 faculty 

affiliates & 9 

faculty fellows in 

15 OSU 

departments and 

the Valley Library 

& 4 OUS 

universities 

Graduate 

students 

supported 

6 10 9 10 11 

Conferences 

supported 

0 2 (one national, 

one Oregon) 

2 (one national, 

one Oregon) 

1 (one national) 2 (one national, 

one Oregon) 
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Publications 

 

 11 journal 

articles,  

5 working 

papers,  

2 community 

studies, 3 

additional 

publications 

21 journal articles,  

3 working papers,  

1 community 

study,  

2 book chapters,  

2 fact sheets. 

2 books, 

16 journal articles,  

5 working papers, 

2 issue briefs, 

1 special report 

3 book chapters, 

7 journal articles, 

3 working papers, 

2 issue briefs 

 

Impact Metrics 

Oregon 

communities 

served 

Rural 

communities 

in 23 Oregon 

counties 

28 rural 

communities in 

19 Oregon 

counties 

25 rural 

communities in 19 

Oregon Counties  

29 rural 

communities in 22 

Oregon counties, 

including 

1 tribal community 

61 rural 

communities in  

27 Oregon 

counties 

including 1 tribal 

community 

SRCI Leverage:  

OSU 

Positions** 

 

3 recurring, 

2 non-

recurring 

 

3 recurring, 

2 non-recurring 

 

3 recurring, 

1 non-recurring 

 

5 recurring, 

1 non-recurring 

externally funded 

 

5 recurring, 

2 non-recurring 

externally funded 

Website Hits on 

Rural Studies 

- - 18,030 web 

sessions  

30,970 web 

sessions 

27,480 web 

sessions 
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Program 

website* 

51,984 page views 

Top download 

[Detroit Lake 

study] 

downloaded 375 

times. Each of top 

10 downloaded 

more than 180 

times. 

74,243 page views 

Top download 

[Food Insecurity] 

downloaded 867 

times.  Each of top 

60 downloaded 

more than 100 

times. 

76,360 page views 

Top download 

[Food Insecurity] 

downloaded 1010 

times.  Each of the 

top 62 

downloaded 

more than 100 

times. 

Page Views of 

Rural 

Communities 

Explorer 

    120,945 page 

views 

(10/16/08 – 

8/7/09) 

University/ 

Community 

Partnership 

MOUs 

0 0 0 1 2 

* Website statistics valid from 8/1/2008 thru 7/31/2009. A session is series of hits to the site over a specific period of time 

by one visitor. Page views are requests to the web server by a visitor's browser for any web page; this excludes images.  

** Leverage of OSU Positions in 2005-06 and 2006-07 is the positions created by Colleges and Extension to advance the 

SRCI; in 2007-08, 2 additional recurring fixed-term positions were created with a SRCI match with the understanding that 
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these would be continued after SRCI. Recurring positions include tenure-track research/teaching positions and recurring 

fixed-term Extension positions; non-recurring positions are those for which no recurring commitment has been made. 

– indicates ―not counted‖ or ―not applicable.
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Appendix 7: External Review of Oregon State University’s Rural Studies Program 

 

I. The review process: 

 

An External Review Committee was invited to participate in a review and 

evaluation of the OSU Rural Studies Program.  Members were invited based on 

their familiarity with rural issues, their interest in evaluating how a university 

might influence rural areas, and particularly their concern that OSU address 

rural issues effectively.  Participants were: 

 

Shirley Kalkhoven, Mayor of Nehalem, President of League of Oregon Cities; 

Mary Schoen-Clark, Chief Executive Officer, Oregon Coast Community Action, 

Coos Bay; 

Matt Epstein, Co-Chair, Extension Citizen Advisory Network; 

Craig Smith, Executive Director of Rural Development Initiatives, Inc.;  

Ethan Seltzer, Director, School of Urban Studies and Planning, Portland State 

University; 

Don Albrecht, Director of Western Rural Development Center, Utah State 

University; 

Jeff Anderson, Senior Program Officer, Oregon Community Foundation 

External Review Committee members received a self-study report in early June 

summarizing RSP activities and outcomes for the past 5 years.  The reviewers 

came to Corvallis June 17 & 18, 2009, and met for a total of 9 hours.  On June 17, 

they heard presentations from RSP faculty about the teaching, research, 

outreach and engagement functions of the RSP faculty, and on June 18 assessed 

the strengths, weaknesses, unrealized opportunities, and overall value of the 

program.   

 

The discussions were facilitated by committee member Matt Epstein, assisted 

by RSP faculty member Mark Edwards.  The group‘s insights were 

summarized in a draft of this report, circulated for comment, and edited.  This 
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document constitutes their report. 

 

II. External Stakeholder Observations of the RSP  

 

a. The biggest asset of the program is the 18 currently affiliated faculty 

members representing 5 colleges and OSU Extension, plus other faculty 

contributors at OSU who are not yet affiliated formally with RSP.  The 

synergy among faculty and staff members of this program improves 

research, teaching and outreach.   

 

b. RSP faculty members are actively involved with the program due to a deep 

commitment to the need for rural studies, a desire to participate in 

interdisciplinary research, and interest in addressing practical rural issues 

as a basis for scholarship.   

However, few have job descriptions that require or reward participation, 

and there is no secure source of funds for future incentives such as course 

buyouts, summer funding, graduate student support, etc.  In the absence of 

such incentives, future faculty involvement could decline either because 

other programs with incentives compete for their attention or because of 

other job duties that are made explicit in their position descriptions. Such 

incentives may also further increase participation from other faculty across 

campus.  

 

c. RSP appears integral to OSU‘s strategic plan but hasn‘t fully articulated 

itself that way. 

 

d. There may be untapped revenue opportunities for RSP. (See IV-a below)  

 

e. RSP provides several critical functions that benefit rural communities of 

Oregon. 

 

f. RSP‘s marketing of itself to rural areas and external audiences can continue 

to improve. It is not as widely known as it should be. It has a lot of value to 

offer to rural communities and decision makers in Oregon.   

 

g. Students who have participated in the RSP are being well placed after 

graduation, and can offer unique insight into the value of the program.  
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III. Relevance and Importance of RSP 

 

a. The External Stakeholders acknowledge the current significant needs in 

rural places which the RSP helps address: 

 

1. Impact of economic change on rural areas. 

2. Natural resources management issues as related to rural communities.  

3. Understanding the human resources (both deficits and capacities) of 

rural areas, and their relationship to vitality of those places. 

4. Sustaining of local social institutions in rural places as those places are 

influenced by economic issues and population movement.  

 

b. The RSP furthers OSU‘s key initiatives to improve student engagement on 

and off campus, to strengthen engagement with external audiences, and to 

be a leading research university.   

 

c. Community Action Agencies, state agencies, local governments, and 

community organizations need assistance with data collection, analysis, and 

interpretation for tackling issues in rural places.  These units lack the 

resources and expertise that RSP faculty and staff can provide. 

 

d. Foundations, seeking to invest in rural areas, value accurate information 

about and analysis of rural places.  RSP data collection, analysis, and 

distribution offer such information for assessing needs and for evaluating 

opportunities for strategic investment.   

 

With as many as 1 million Oregon residents in rural places, addressing rural 

issues is critical for serving Oregon as a state. 

 

IV. Unrealized Opportunities for RSP 

 

a. Rural Studies Program at OSU could make OSU the authoritative data 

source for social service providers, nonprofit organizations, funders, and 

communities. Examples: 
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1. Rural Communities Explorer could provide assistance for, or authorship 

of, community assessments for Community Action Agencies in Oregon. 

 

2. Faculty conducting applied research can help rural areas in decision 

making while advancing their own discipline.  Examples: (a) assisting 

rural counties in assessing social service needs, or (b) documenting 

successful conflict resolution relevant to other rural areas.  

 

b. Rural Studies Program at OSU could become the U.S. leader in the field of 

Rural Studies, a nascent but important academic endeavor, akin to Urban 

Studies.  The RSP begun by Emery Castle, has a unique combination of 

faculty from multiple disciplines and an intellectual legacy for Rural 

Studies.     

 

c. RSP provides an unusual opportunity for improving several graduate 

programs at OSU, including the Master of Public Policy program, a possible 

Ph.D. in Public Policy, and cross-disciplinary programs in Environmental 

Science, Marine Resource Management, Water Policy, as well as discipline-

specific graduate programs.  

 

d. RSP could become a regional or national leader in modeling the Land Grant 

University efforts in teaching, research, and engagement. It has yet to fully 

persuade the university community of this central role it plays in advancing 

OSU‘s mission. 

 

V. Action recommendations:  Short Term  

 

a. Articulate the ways that the RSP at Oregon State advances the university‘s 

mission and helps fulfill its new strategic plan. 

 

b. Work to further couple Rural Studies with graduate education at OSU, 

including for example a possible new Ph.D. in Public Policy. 

 

c. Develop new revenue streams for RSP.  Investigate opportunities such as 

contracted work with Community Action Agencies, and/or use of Rural 

Communities Explorer, for assisting these agencies, foundations, and state 

agencies in assessing rural needs and program impacts. 
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d. Work with OSU administration to secure support for a permanent, half-time 

RSP director and full time RSP coordinator.  The RSP is too valuable to 

leave vulnerable to the less stable funding streams of foundations or 

dependent on temporary arrangements such as its current funding by 

College of Agricultural Sciences.   

 

e. Secure funding to make permanent the position responsible for maintaining 

and developing Rural Communities Explorer.  This is currently funded by 

―one-year at a time‖ foundation support. 

 

f. Find inexpensive incentives to keep RSP faculty connected, motivated, and 

engaged in the program (e.g., money for course buyouts, seed money, 

graduate internships and support.) 

 

g. Work more closely with Extension and with non-profit partners to better 

deliver to rural people in Oregon the completed research, using live and 

electronic means of delivery.  Counteract the sense that RSP is a well-kept 

secret. 

 

h. Work with the Provost‘s Office to position RSP in the OSU organizational 

structure in the way that will best serve the needs of students, communities, 

and faculty, and will secure RSP‘s place in the institution. 

 

VI.  Action Recommendations:  Long term 

 

a. Clarify RSP‘s aspirations and intentional direction to be an intellectual 

leader and define ―rural studies‖ in the U.S. context, building on Emery 

Castle‘s work and that of the National Rural Studies Committee. 

 

b. Prioritize topics for developing an RSP research agenda.  Select fewer major 

rural issues and focus on them. 

 

c. Develop a RSP marketing and branding strategy that will broaden 

awareness both internally and externally of the program services already 

provided.  
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d. Work more closely with PSU‘s Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies 

and others doing ‗urban studies‘ to develop ‗rural studies‘ literature. 

 

e. Consider expanding the focus from solely, or primarily, rural 

‗communities‘, to rural places and regions.  This may broaden the appeal of 

the RSP, and will allow for investigation of research questions that cross 

community, and often county, boundaries. 

 


