OSU Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative

2007-08 Progress Report and 2008-09 Plan of Work

The Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative is building a new and unique model of University engagement with rural communities in teaching, research and outreach. The Initiative provides core support for a statewide, multi-disciplinary Rural Studies Program involving seven colleges and the Extension Service.

Building OSU’s Capacity
The Initiative has provided support for three tenure-track research-teaching faculty since 2006:  Hannah Gosnell (PhD University of Colorado) in the Department of Geosciences; Monica Fisher (PhD Purdue University) in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics; and Roger Hammer (PhD University of Wisconsin) in the Department of Sociology.  Each of the colleges has made a commitment to support these positions when Initiative funding ends. 
As the Initiative was being developed, the Extension Agriculture Program created a nonrecurring fixed-term Extension Community Economist position in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics to support the Initiative and hired Bruce Sorte (MAIS, Oregon State University) for this position. He resigned in 2006 to take a similar, more secure position at the University of Minnesota. In 2005, Extension Family & Community Development Program hired Lena Etuk (MS, University of Wisconsin) into a fixed-term Extension Community Demographer position created in the Department of Human Development and Family Sciences to support the Initiative. 

Year 4 (2007-08) Progress

The Initiative Plan of Work for Year 4 identified one primary program development activity for 2007-08, which was accomplished: the submission of a proposal to OSU to become a Rural Studies Institute. A Category I proposal for a Rural Studies Institute was submitted in early 2008 to the Research Council. Building on collaborations between seven colleges and ten departments, an Institute can help to make OSU a national leader in assisting rural communities while also providing dynamic, adaptive programs in academics, research and outreach. The proposal is currently under review by the Research Council, with a revised proposal submission expected in Fall of 2008.

In addition, the Initiative (1) leveraged two new Extension faculty positions; (2) leveraged new foundation support that is expected to be continuing; (3) secured $761,000 in new external funding and (4) developed new OSU/rural community partnerships.

Leveraging New Faculty Positions
Leveraged by a two-year financial match from SRCI, OSU Extension Service created two new recurring fixed-term Extension Community Economist positions to support the Initiative and Extension’s Community Vitality Initiative funded in the 2007 legislature: one to serve Eastern Oregon and one to serve Western Oregon. Bruce Sorte returned to OSU from University of Minnesota to take the Extension Community Economist for Eastern Oregon in May 2008. Recruitment for the Western Oregon position is underway and it is expected that the position will be filled during Fall of 2008.

Leveraging New Funding
Leveraged by a match from the OSU Libraries and funding from SRCI, the Ford Family Foundation made several investments in new programs at OSU that will support OSU faculty. As noted below, Ford Family Foundation has begun to provide support for (1) development and maintenance of the OSU Library web portal Rural Community Explorer; and (2) for participatory research on local community indicators in several Oregon rural communities. The project supports the Extension Community Demographer Lena Etuk and a part-time Extension Community Analyst Mindy Crandall (MS, Oregon State University) to identify the community indicators and develop the database underlying this effort. The Ford Family Foundation has signaled an intention to continue funding of this program on an on-going basis.

External Funding
RSP faculty continued to seek and secure external funding for academic programs, research, and outreach during 2007-08. RSP faculty submitted new proposals for over $3.9 million in external funding and received $761,000 in new awards. Over $675,000 in external funding was available for RSP projects in 2007-08, supporting 12 research projects and 5 outreach projects.
New University/Community Partnerships

The Rural Studies Program formalized a partnership with Wallowa Resources, located in Enterprise, Oregon.  The partnership focuses on development of a long-term community research program and local community indicators. A formal Memorandum of Understanding between OSU and Wallowa Resources was signed in October 2007, entering into what should be a long-term partnership beneficial to both organizations. 

The Rural Studies Program has been working with the Tillamook County Futures Council (TCFC) to develop a partnership for a long-term working relationship around development of local community indicators.  

In collaboration with the Hallie Ford Center for Children and Families, the Rural Studies Program has also been working closely with Oregon Coast Community Action (ORCCA) seeking funding on projects related to food insecurity and housing.  

Plan for Year 5 (2008-09)
Approval of OSU Rural Institute proposal - The Rural Studies Program has submitted an Abbreviated Category I Proposal for creation of an OSU Rural Institute. The proposal has been reviewed by the OSU Research Council, and RSP will submit a revised proposal in the Fall to respond to Research Council comments. The change in status to an Institute should strengthen the visibility of the Institute and increase access to funding opportunities. 
Funding for Director of Rural Studies Institute. At its July Board meeting, the Oregon Board of Higher Education approved inclusion in the 2009 Higher Education Legislative Policy Options Package of a $1.4 million proposal (UR [Urban-Rural] Connected) that includes funding for part of the Rural Studies Institute director’s salary. The proposal for UR Connected will capitalize and build on a strong foundation for connecting rural and urban Oregon that already exists at OSU, Portland State University, the University of Oregon and Eastern Oregon University. The Rural Studies Institute will be a significant partner in this undertaking, designed to stimulate research and community projects across Oregon.
New Faculty – In the Fall of 2008, the OSU Extension Service will hire an additional Community Economist to cover issues related to Western Oregon.  In Spring 2009, the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics will recruit for a teaching/research position in Rural Economics. Monica Fisher resigned from OSU in July 2008 to focus her research on issues related to rural poverty in Africa.  The College of Agricultural Sciences has approved a priority staffing request to fill the tenure-track Rural Economist position in July 2009.
New University/Community Partnerships. The Rural Studies Program plans to sign a formal Memorandum of Understanding with the Tillamook County Futures Council (TCFC) in August 2008. The Rural Studies Program has also begun to discuss developing a formal Memorandum of Understanding with the non-profit Oregon Coast Community Action agency (ORCCA).

Academic Programs

The SRC Initiative developed the first Rural Policy concentration in a Masters of Public Policy (MPP) Program in the country in the Fall of 2005, enrolling 7 students the first year. The Initiative also developed three place-based experiential courses in Year 1, which have attracted students from across the University. A new e-course AREc/PS/SOC 407 Current Issues in Rural Policy (offered through OSU Extended Campus) was created in Year 2. 
Year 4 (2007-08) Progress

This year was the third year of a Rural Policy Concentration in the Master of Public Policy Program and the second year of the Ph.D. in Applied Anthropology. One-third of the two dozen students in the Masters of Public Policy program are focusing on rural issues. Applied anthropology students are involved in learning about local food systems and food security.
The Initiative Plan of Work for Year 4 identified four planned activities in academic programs, three of which were advanced:
PhD minor in Rural Sustainability with IGERT Funding. The Program received an invitation in July from the National Science Foundation Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship Program (IGERT) to submit a full proposal based upon its Rural Sustainability IGERT pre-proposal submitted in April 2007. The Rural Studies Program submitted a $2.9 million proposal to create an interdisciplinary PhD minor in Rural Sustainability at OSU. Unfortunately, the RSP did not receive this funding this year.

Three signature RSP multidisciplinary experiential rural courses. Rural Studies place-based experiential courses have continued to be popular with students: 37 students participated in these courses in 2007-08. The Program continued to offer (for the third time) three courses that take students into rural communities to interact with and learn from local community members. In Communities and Natural Resources (FOR 599/699), students again traveled to three rural Oregon communities to learn about the relationship between natural resources and community well-being. This course has created new linkages between colleges as it is co-taught by faculty in the Colleges of Forestry and Health and Human Sciences. Its interdisciplinary nature and experiential character have proved enormously attractive to students. In Ethnographic Field Methods (ANTH 499/599) [see next entry], students and faculty traveled to Lakeview.  Learning Through Listening: Native American Issues in Rural Oregon Communities (ES 499/599) allowed students to spend five days interacting with the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, and related stakeholders in the nearby towns of Willamina and Sheridan Oregon. By carefully listening to and interacting with different rural community stakeholders, students developed a better understanding of the complex cross-cultural issues that this rural Oregon tribal community faces.

Ethnographic Field Methods (ANTH 499/599). The Department of Anthropology created a new course that was initially offered in Summer of 2007. This course, which supports the new PhD in Applied Anthropology, took students to Lakeview, OR to learn ethnographic methods by interviewing young people, the elderly, and people with low-incomes, and contributes to ongoing research on community food systems. 

Politics and Policy in Natural Resources and Rural Communities (AREc/PS 507). This course, planned as an overload course for existing faculty, was not offered this year.
In addition, the Initiative funded 6 graduate students, supported new rural graduate student/faculty networking, and facilitated faculty and student participation in an international summer institute at the University of Missouri:

Graduate Student Support. The Rural Studies Program has identified 37 graduate students at OSU studying rural issues. In April 2008, RSP hosted an event to allow the students to meet and discuss their studies. Six of these students are being funded by the SRC Initiative as part of an “Initiative Assistantship.” Others are funded by grant and contract funds secured by OSU Rural Studies faculty. See Appendix A for a list of these students and their projects.

International Comparative Rural Policy Studies Consortium Summer Institute. OSU Rural Studies Program became a member of the Consortium (involving Canada, European Union countries, the United States and Latin America with US leadership at the University of Missouri) during 2007-08. With support from the MPP program, three MPP students participated in a program in June of 2008 in Columbia, Missouri. Bruce Weber served on the faculty of this year’s Institute, teaching 20 students from six universities about the issues surrounding rural poverty in the U.S.
Plan for Year 5 (2008-09)
Rural Studies Certificates. Brent Steel conducted a national needs assessment of the demand for rural studies education this last spring by sending a questionnaire to the 800+ universities/departments on the MPP recruitment list. The data are now being analyzed to determine the structure of the degree.  RSP has been meeting with Ecampus to design a proposal for both undergraduate and graduate Rural Studies Certificates.
E-courses. The Rural Studies Program introduced one e-course focused on rural issues during the past year.  The plan for year 5 is to increase the offerings and incorporate these classes into the Rural Studies Certificate program.  Rural Studies faculty have been meeting with Dave King from e-campus to develop a program which allows students to obtain the Certificate by primarily taking on-line courses, however there would be a requirement to attend some in person sessions (weekend or week-long) to allow for those activities (group projects, knowledge sharing, networking) that would benefit from in person meetings.
OSU Graduate credit for International Comparative Rural Policy Studies Consortium Summer Institute. OSU has sent students to the annual summer program in each of the last two years. The Rural Studies Program plans to further institutionalize this relationship and arrange to offer credit to OSU students attending future ICRPS Institutes. 
Research and policy analysis 
The initiative continues to support new multi-disciplinary cross-college research on housing, land use, community vitality, food insecurity, homelessness, natural resource/community links in rural communities and programs for enhancing parenting skills and improving the health of rural youth. The research generated 2 books, 16 journal articles, 2 book chapters, 5 working papers, and 6 other publications.
Findings from the RSP research project on the termination of Federal forest payments to county governments have been visible to both policymakers and citizens. They have been presented at two meetings of the Governor’s Task Force on Federal Forest Payments and County Government, and generated considerable media interest, including invited participation in Oregon Public Broadcasting’s new radio program Thinking Out Loud and articles in the Oregonian, the Oregon Business Journal and all of Oregon’s major regional newspapers.

Year 4 (2007-08) Progress
The Initiative Plan of Work for Year 4 identified four research goals, each of which was advanced: 
1) RSP made significant progress in development of its signature Long Term Community Research (LTCR) program. Modeled loosely on the Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) program, the LTCR is an interdisciplinary panel study of rural community dynamics that combines (1) long-term tracking and modeling of community social, economic, environmental and institutional indicators; (2) long-term geospatial monitoring of land use, demographic and economic change; and (3) information from qualitative research and formal interviews of community members that explores both economic and social community dynamics and the impacts of public policy changes “on the ground.” The baseline for indicator modeling was established in the Rural Community Explorer project described in the Outreach section of the report.
2) The LTCR program took an initial step with the development of the LTCR research project Changing Federal County Payments Policy and Rural Oregon Counties: Impacts and Options. This 18-month study is funded by the Ford Family Foundation, the Association of Oregon Counties and the Eastern Oregon Rural Alliance. It is focusing on the impacts of the reduction in Federal payments to counties on local services and citizens and community well-being. 

3) Rural Studies faculty this year continued to develop collaborations with scientists at Oregon State University and the H.J. Andrews Long Term Ecological Research site in Oregon’s Cascade Mountains examine evidence for climate change and its effects. Brent Steel in the Department of Political Science worked with Denise Lach in the Department of Sociology and others to further develop this project on climate change in rural communities. 

4) The Rural Studies Program continued to seek external funds for research during 2007-2008. RSP faculty submitted research proposals for $874,000 to do research and evaluation in such diverse issues as rural development policy, natural resource management, rural human services, carbon sequestration, rural community vitality, rural leadership, and wildfire management, and secured $525,000 in new research awards.
Plan for Year 5 (2008-09)
RSP faculty and students will continue to examine on issues that are critical to community economic and social viability in rural areas. 
Continued development of the Long Term Community Research program. The baseline indicator tracking in the Rural Community Explorer for all rural communities will be completed, and in selected communities local indicators will be developed. The Rural Community Explorer will also be expanded to include spatial data. Additionally, the qualitative analysis of the on-the-ground impact of the Federal decision not to extend the Secure Rural Schools timber payments will be completed in at least three counties. 
More cross-disciplinary integration in research projects. In previous years, research projects have tended to be within single disciplines and have not included a strong outreach component. This year, RSP will attempt to stimulate research proposals that are multi-disciplinary, employ mixed-methods, and incorporate outreach into the proposal. 
An example of a research proposal that is more integrated and uses mixed-methods is the recent NRI proposal on “Agriculture Land Use and Community Viability: Is there a ‘critical mass’?” that Rural Studies Faculty members Bruce Weber, Hannah Gosnell and JunJie Wu recently proposed .  The mixed-method research strategy explores a critical knowledge gap about the relationship between land use changes (farm to non-farm, crop mix); agricultural infrastructure (input suppliers, processors, farmers’ markets); farm profitability and land use policy. Qualitative research involves semi-structured interviews with farmers, agribusiness leaders and others in three case study counties. The econometric research, based on a well-specified theoretical model and using a GIS database on farmland use and local agricultural economies, analyzes the determinants of farmland conversion and effect of land use changes on local agricultural economies and supporting sectors. The qualitative and quantitative research will be brought together in development of a policy impact simulation model. A decision on the funding is expected in late 2008. The proposed extension and education program involves (1) public forums in each case study county; (2) a sustained internet-based Extension program that includes new web content and an interactive teaching version of the policy simulation model; and (3) new curricula related to land use and rural sustainability. It seeks to achieve measurable, documented changes in knowledge of key stakeholders (farmers, planners, students, civic and business leaders), in farm decisions and public policy actions and in improved conditions related to farmland loss, business success, and farm profitability.
More engagement with other universities and non-university partners in research projects. An example of the a new research project involving a RSP faculty member and non-university partner is the recently funded “Adapting Private Forest and Ranch Management to Mitigate Climate Change” project in which Hannah Gosnell is working with USFS Pacific Northwest Research Station Research Scientist Susan Charnley. They will examine how non-industrial private forest owners and ranchers can increase carbon sequestration and contribute to carbon mitigation through sustainable forest and range management practices and trading carbon offsets.

An example of a research collaboration with faculty at other universities is an effort of Kate Mactavish and Bruce Weber, who have begun working with Linda Burton, the James B. Duke Professor of Sociology at Duke University, to design a mixed-method multi-disciplinary research project to examine the impact of job loss on rural community social structure and individual work, marriage and family decisions of rural low-income residents. The Rural Studies Program is also beginning a research initiative with the Rural Policy Research Institute at the University of Missouri to provide governments and foundations with information about what investments in Health and Human Services could yield the best return for vital rural communities. 
An example of a research collaboration with a community non-profit organization is Mark Edwards and Kate MacTavish’s proposal with Oregon Coast Community Action to examine housing security and housing programs on the southern Oregon coast.
Outreach and Engagement

In Year 1, SRCI faculty helped local leaders understand policy impacts and economic alternatives with community economic analyses in 15 counties, analyzed social networks in 12 rural communities, gathered information from city officials about their needs and concerns in the 2005 Survey of Oregon Local Government Officials, and provided local official and community leader education by co-sponsoring two economic development workshops.
In Year 2, SRCI faculty initiated a Community Indicators Project which produced a guide to community indicators and online databases of community indicators and created a website that features community indicator information for all 36 counties in Oregon. 
In Year 3, the SRCI obtained funding from the Ford Family Foundation to develop the Rural Community Explorer, a web-based information portal/archive that will allow community residents and officials, agencies and businesses, universities and philanthropic organizations to access county and community specific information: (1) social, economic and environmental indicators of community vitality, incorporated into a community prosperity model for each community; (2) relevant social, economic, environmental and demographic profiles of each community; and (3) related community-specific spatial/map data, relevant reports and documents, news articles, maps, and photos from the library archives and other sources. 

Year 4 (2007-08) Progress
RSP faculty invested heavily this year in projects seeking to involve community leaders and youth in gathering, evaluating and using information about their local social and economic conditions. With the hiring of the new Extension Community Economist, OSU is having increased impact in communities in Eastern Oregon.
The Initiative Plan of Work for Year 4 identified three planned outreach activities, two of which were successfully advanced:
1) Rural Community Explorer. The Rural Communities Explorer project made significant progress.  It has two main components: the Oregon Rural Communities Explorer (RCE), and the Community Vitality Indicator Project (CVIP). 
The Oregon Rural Communities Explorer (RCE) is a web-based, digital library housed at the Oregon State University Libraries, which provides public access to reliable and up-to-date social, demographic, economic, and environmental information about Oregon’s rural counties and places in a framework of community vitality. The website will serve as a public, unbiased information system and teaching tool that can reveal: the dynamics of rural community systems, issues, and vitality; how and if a community is moving toward its vision of a vital future; and targets for policy or program influence and actions. The RCE is expected to be live in late 2008.
Community Vitality Indicator Project (CVIP) involves deriving quantitative indicators of rural community vitality, collecting the requisite data to populate the indicators using Community Based Participatory Research methods, communicating the findings of the research effort to community members, and making the indicator data publicly available via the OR Rural Communities Explorer. The project will be carried out in 2008-2009 in three rural communities in Oregon: Wallowa County, Tillamook County, and the neighboring communities of Mill City and Gates. 

The Community Vitality Indicators will be useful input in the related Ford Institute Leadership Program (FILP) Evaluation involving RSP faculty. The Ford Institute for Community Building (part of the Ford Family Foundation) has provided leadership development training to rural Oregon communities since 2003. The Ford Institute Leadership Program is designed to provide a diversity of training opportunities in each of its target communities for at least five years. In 2007 OSU researchers were contracted to provide evaluation services to the Ford Institute for Community Building for this leadership development program. The goal of the evaluation is to examine the relationship of the FILP to building effective community leaders, strong networks of community leaders within and across rural communities, strong community organizations, strong networks of community organizations, and vital communities. In these first years of the project, the goal of the evaluation is to gather the data necessary to explore these evaluation questions by establishing a long-term data tracking and management system, and to conduct preliminary analyses of the program’s impact.

2) On October 1-2, 2007, the Rural Studies Program hosted its Fall Symposium, Collaborative Governance in the West: Prospects, Problems and Theories, co-sponsored with Washington State University’s Thomas S. Foley Institute for Public Policy and Service and OSU’s Master of Public Policy Program (MPP), Institute for Natural Resources (INR) and Institute for Water and Watersheds (IWW). The symposium featured Diane Snyder from the Foundation for Forestry and Communities and Bill Robbins, Emeritus Professor from OSU. Scholars from around the nation presented on reframing existing institutions and gave institutional responses. 

3) RSP planned to organize a Conference on Community-Based Research with the Division of Outreach and Engagement, featuring the work of OSU researchers and Extension faculty involved in participatory and community-based research. Conference planning has been postponed until 2008-09.
In addition, SRCI supported new Extension community economics education in Eastern Oregon and co-sponsored a university lecture by a distinguished rural scholar.
Community Economic Analysis and Outreach. Since starting his new position in May 2008, Bruce Sorte has provided educational assistance or started research or educational projects in 4 counties, 24 non-tribal communities, and one tribal community. His presentations at county commission meetings, service clubs, chambers of commerce and on radio focus on how the global economy affects local economies in rural Oregon. He has started working, often with local extension faculty, on projects related to water use in Milton-Freewater, travel management for the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest, economic impacts of alternative sizes of adaptive farms in Umatilla County and water use on the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation. He is also developing economic “input/output” models for each of the 18 Eastern Oregon Counties so that he can provide economic information to Extension faculty, local governments, and businesses.  He has gained some local notoriety as the Extension “circuit-riding economist” as he travels from one town to another around Eastern Oregon in his refurbished 1968 Airstream trailer. 
Distinguished Lecture support. RSP co-sponsored a lecture by a nationally prominent sociologist studying rural people. The Rural Studies Program also co-sponsored a lecture by Linda Burton, the James B. Duke Professor of Sociology at Duke University.  Professor Burton’s talk was entitled “Journeys to the Altar: Intimate unions and childbearing in low income urban and rural families.” A video archive of Professor Burton’s presentation is available at http://oregonstate.edu/media/archives/. As noted above in the research section, Burton’s lecture at OSU has led to a new multi-disciplinary collaboration with OSU RSP faculty.
Plan for Year 5 (2008-09)

Rural Community Explorer Phase II. In 2008-09 RSP faculty will seek funding to maintain and expand the efforts of both components of the Rural Community Explorer project.
The Oregon Rural Communities Explorer (RCE). The functionality and content of the RCE will increase to provide more mapping tools, more information related to rural community vitality, more community-generated and other stories about rural Oregon, and more information about opportunities in communities related to economic development, community development and environmental stewardship.

Community Vitality Indicator Project (CVIP). The CVIP will continue to gather information relevant to the derivation of indicators of community vitality by extending the project to additional rural Oregon communities.
Community Based Research Conference. Research and Extension faculty across the state are engaged in community-based research. Historically there has been little contact and cross-fertilization among these faculty, particularly among those at different OUS universities. Working with the Division of Outreach and Engagement and partners at other OUS institutions, RSP will convene and host a conference on participatory and community-based research. 
“Toward One Oregon” Conference. Working with faculty and Portland State University, University of Oregon, Eastern Oregon University and the Governor’s Office, RSP is sponsoring “Toward One Oregon: Urban-Rural Interdependence and Public Policy” on November 14, 2008. This conference will bring together researchers, journalists, policymakers, and leading citizens from around Oregon to explore the historic and contemporary relationships between the rural and urban parts of the state, and to forge a stronger and more unified identity for Oregon. Leading specialists in demography, history, politics and economics have been commissioned to write papers on the conference as the starting point for conference deliberations. These papers will be edited into a single book, the prospectus for which is under consideration for publication by the OSU press.
“Rising Food and Energy Prices” Conference. RSP has helped organize a national conference “Rising Food and Energy Prices: US Food Policy at a Crossroads” to be held at Oregon State University on October 2, 2008. This conference seeks to explore who gains and who loses from an energy policy that encourages development of biofuels and what are the impacts on food prices and environmental quality if agricultural commodities are diverted into energy production.
Outreach Connections outside Oregon. During the coming year, RSP faculty will be involved in two efforts to strengthen national policy related to poverty and human services. 

RUPRI Rural Human Services Initiative. Rural Policy Research Institute (RUPRI) is organizing a Rural Human Services Initiative, with support from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), to explore the unique challenges and opportunities in providing human services in rural America. The goal of this effort is to inform national policy discussions and decisions about human services in the coming year. 

ACF Rural Communities Initiative. The HHS Administration for Children and Families (ACF) has organized a Rural Communities Initiative to provide states, Tribes and local TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) agencies with technical assistance and information on “promising practices” in addressing barriers facing rural low-income families in education, job skills, transportation and child care. RSP Director Bruce Weber is on the Rural Specialist Panel of this initiative.
RSP is organizing an informal network of faculty and graduate students interested in rural poverty and human services to support RSP’s participation in these initiatives. This network will meet irregularly to learn more about the current policy debates on these issues and to inform RSP’s input into these deliberations.
Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative Metrics  

	Teaching Metrics
	2004-2005 
	2005-2006
	2006-2007
	2007-2008 
	Planned 

2008-2009

	Rural courses
	11 courses

 14 offerings

0 new courses
	12 courses

 15 offerings

3 new courses

 (ANTH, FOR, 

E-course)
	16 courses

 21 offerings

3 new courses 

(2 SOC, AREc/PS/SOC)

3 sustained

 (ANTH, FOR, 

E-course)
	22 courses

25 offerings

2 new courses (ANTH, AREc/PS)

5 sustained

 (2 SOC, FOR, ANTH, E-course)
	

	Students enrolled in rural courses
	-
	433

333 Undergraduate

100 Graduate
	419

245 Undergraduate 

174 Graduate 
	314

185 Undergraduate

129 Graduate
	

	Students in rural experiential courses
	10
	54
	40
	37
	

	Program Development Metrics

	External Funding
	-
	Available in FY 06: $82,000
New awards 2005-06: $133,000


	Available in FY 07: $342,000

New Awards 2006-07: $1,551,000

Proposals submitted:

$1,895,000
	Available in FY 08: $554,000

New Awards 2007-08: $762,000

Proposals submitted:

$3,893,000
	Available in  FY 09+: 
$886,000

Proposals pending:
$350,000 plus Policy Options Package of $250,000

	Faculty affiliates
	0
	34 faculty affiliates in 11 OSU departments & 4 OUS Universities
	34 faculty affiliates &

 9 faculty fellows in 14 OSU departments and the Valley Library & 4 OUS universities
	29 faculty affiliates & 9 faculty fellows in 15 OSU departments and the Valley Library & 4 OUS universities
	

	Graduate students supported
	6
	10
	9
	10
	

	Conferences supported
	0
	2 (one national, one Oregon)
	2 (one national, one Oregon)
	1 (one national)
	3 (one national, two Oregon)

	Publications


	
	11 journal articles, 

5 working papers, 

2 community studies, 3 additional publications
	21 journal articles, 

3 working papers, 

1 community study, 

2 book chapters, 

2 fact sheets.
	2 books,

16 journal articles, 

5 working papers,

2 issue briefs,

1 special report
	

	Impact Metrics

	Oregon communities served
	Rural communities in 23 Oregon counties
	28 rural communities in 19 Oregon counties
	25 rural communities in 19 Oregon Counties 
	29 rural communities in 22 Oregon counties, including

1 tribal community
	

	SRCI Leverage: External Funds** OSU Positions***
	-

3 recurring, 

2 non-recurring
	$5,000

3 recurring,
2 non-recurring
	$101,000

3 recurring,
1 non-recurring
	$138,000

5 recurring,
1 non-recurring
	5 recurring,
1 non-recurring

	Website Hits on Rural Studies Program website*
	-
	-
	18,030 web sessions 51,984 page views

Top download [Detroit Lake study] downloaded 375 times. Each of top 10 downloaded more than 180 times.
	30,970 web sessions

74,243 page views

Top download [Food Insecurity] downloaded 867 times.  Each of top 60 downloaded more than 100 times.
	

	University/

Community Partnership MOUs
	0
	0
	0
	1
	3


* Website statistics valid from 8/1/2007 thru 7/22/2008. A session is series of hits to the site over a specific period of time by one visitor. Page views are requests to the web server by a visitor's browser for any web page; this excludes images. 

** Leverage of funds in 2005-06 and 2006-07 is additional funding secured by SRCI faculty related to previous receipt of competitive SRCI Innovative Grant Fund award; leverage in 2007-08 and beyond is external funding secured by matching investment of SRCI funds.
*** Leverage of OSU Positions in 2005-06 and 2006-07 is the positions created by Colleges and Extension to advance the SRCI; in 2007-08, 2 additional recurring fixed-term positions were created with a SRCI match with the understanding that these would be continued after SRCI. Recurring positions include tenure-track research/teaching positions and recurring fixed-term Extension positions; non-recurring positions are those for which no recurring commitment has been made.
– indicates “not counted” or “not applicable”

