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The Elliott State Research Forest Vision 

Establishing world-class public research 
forest, supporting scientific collaboration 
to address critical questions related to 
forest ecosystems, management, and 
sustainability.

• Consistent with State Land Board vision

• Center for innovation

• Testing ideas and applying emerging 
technologies               forest 
management, restoration, resilience, 
and understanding ecosystem 
dynamics
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Foundational Documents
ESRF Research Proposal         

(April 2021)
*Presented by OSU to State Land    

Board in December 2020

Habitat Conservation Plan                  
(In Progress)

Forest Management Plan                   
(In Progress)
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Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)

Credit: USDA Forest Service

• DSL Lead

• USFWS discussions and public comment regarding 
Marbled Murrelet

• May require additional protections

• HCP has downstream effects on other deliverables:
• Research Design
• Forest Management Plan (FMP)
• Financial Viability – Revenue generation and 

monitoring costs

• HCP adjustments must be completed by June 15, 2023
to allow FMP completion by December 31, 2023.

Photo: Brett Lovelace/Oregon State University 
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SB 1546 Sunset Clause

Credit: USDA Forest Service

On or before July 1, 2023: 

1. Financial obligations to the Common School Fund related to the Elliott State Forest are 
satisfied (completed)

2. State Land Board votes to decouple the Elliott State Forest from the Common School 
Fund (completed)

3. NMFS and USFWS jointly publish notice of a final HCP and EIS (DSL lead, in progress)
4. DSL contracts for third-party expertise to provide input informing review of the ESRF 

financial assessment and concludes that the plan demonstrates financial viability (DSL 
lead, in progress)

5. State Land Board approves a forest management plan (College of Forestry action, in 
progress)

6. OSU Board of Trustees authorizes the university to participate in management of the 
Elliott State Research Forest
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SB 161-3

Credit: USDA Forest Service

• Sunset date moved to December 31, 2023

• Changes deliverable for Habitat Conservation Plan
• Current language: The National Marine Fisheries Service and the United States Fish 

and Wildlife Service jointly publish a notice of the availability of a final habitat 
conservation plan for the Elliott State Research Forest pursuant to the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 and a final environmental impact statement for the forest 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.

• Replaced with: The Department of State Lands submits a habitat conservation plan 
for the Elliott State Forest to the National Marine Fisheries Service and the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service initiates preparation of a final 
environmental impact statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.

• Under consideration during the current legislative session
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Financial Viability

Credit: USDA Forest Service

Start Up Funding – Estimated $40M ($23M research, $17M facilities)
• $3.5M FY23 congressional earmark for monitoring
• $4.1M requested by DSL in current legislative session
• Shutter Creek facility repurpose could potentially fulfill facility needs, defray some 

of the cost
• State pursuing multiple sources

Operating Budget
• Updated budget scenarios covering research forest operations, agency expenses 

(ESRFA), and HCP commitments
• Several scenarios under consideration, dependent on revenue

Revenue
• Dependent on HCP decisions
• Updates based on HCP adjustments, current data, and input from ESRFA 

Prospective Board of Directors
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Timeline

Credit: USDA Forest Service

2023
Jun 15 HCP Adjustments Final
Jul 1 SB 1546 Sunset Date
Oct Update for OSU Board
Nov FMP Finalized
Dec SLB Decision on FMP
Dec OSU Board Decision
Dec 31 SB 161-3 Proposed Sunset  

Date

2024
Jan 1 ESRF Operational Date
Jan 15 Management Agreement 

Executed
Spring HCP Record of Decision
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OSU Board Decision

Credit: USDA Forest Service

Anticipate need for special board meeting in December 2023 

Elements of Decision:
• Draft management agreement with ESRFA

• Pre-negotiated terms

• Satisfactory financial terms
• Start up funding identified by State
• Ongoing financial sustainability (budget and revenue)

• Research Viability
• HCP and FMP that support the accepted ESRF Research 

Proposal vision
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Photo: Jennah Stillman
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