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TO: Board of Trustees, Oregon State University
FROM: Ben Cannon, Executive Director, HECC
DATE: May 8, 2026

SUBJECT: 2026 Q2 Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) Updates

This document highlights some of the recent actions, initiatives, and updates from the Higher
Education Coordinating Commission (HECC). For more information on our work, initiatives,

and programs, go to: www.oregon.gov/highered or sign up for our mailings lists for email
updates.

New Webpage on Implementation of House Bill 4124 - Oregon Postsecondary
Education System Study

In 2026-27, the Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) will develop an analysis
and recommendations on the public postsecondary system in Oregon, as assigned by the
Oregon Legislature in House Bill 4124 (2026). This legislation requires the HECC to study the
condition of the public higher education system and develop recommendations to the
Legislature on the design, implementation, and operation of a sustainable system for Oregon
by April 1, 2027. The HECC has published a House Bill 4124 implementation web page where
members of the public can find key information on the process and timeline for this study.

Report Finds Oregon’s Unique Approach to College Credit in High School
Expands Rural Students’ Access

A new evaluation report finds that Oregon’s unique approach to teacher qualifications for dual
credit courses has greatly expanded access to college credit in high school opportunities for
Oregon students, especially in rural areas. Typically, dual credit courses require high school
teachers to possess the same credentials as community college instructors, disqualifying many
teachers. Oregon has implemented a unique approach called “sponsored dual credit” to expand
the pool of qualified dual credit teachers, wherein teachers can qualify through partnering with
a postsecondary faculty member who teaches the course for professional development.
Education Northwest will host a webinar on May 15 to discuss the positive impacts of Oregon’s
model.

Oregonians Are Invited to Share Input on What Creates a Sense of Belonging in
Postsecondary Programs - Please Share This Opportunity

In a recent press release, the HECC is pleased to announce an opportunity for Oregonians to
share input about what could help create a sense of belonging for students at Oregon college,
university, and training programs and settings. The HECC is partnering with Oregon’s Kitchen
Table (OKT)—a statewide community engagement program—to hear directly from current,
recent, and future students and learners, as well as community members who support learners,
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about what could help create a sense of belonging in learning settings after high school. The
HECC and Oregon’s Kitchen Table are gathering input through an online survey and
conversations through May 27, 2026.

o Complete or share the online survey: What Helps Create a Sense of Belonging in
Oregon College and Training Programs? The survey is available in English, French,
Simplified Chinese, Russian, Spanish, Ukrainian and Vietnamese, and is open through
May 27, 2026.

o Consider organizing a conversation: Oregonians are welcome to share their input
by hosting a conversation with their community about belonging. OKT has created the
Kitchen Table Conversation Guide, and anyone interested may contact OKT at
info@oregonskitchentable.org or (503) 725-5248 for support in hosting a discussion.

State Awards Grants to Build Workforce Pathways in the Semiconductor
Industry

In a recent press release, the Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) is pleased to
announce that it has offered $8.5 million in grants from Oregon’s Semiconductor Talent
Sustaining Fund (STSF) to eight grantees to build workforce pathways in the semiconductor
industry and support the growth of this sector in Oregon. The funds were allocated to the STSF
by Governor Tina Kotek and awarded to seven higher education institutions and one nonprofit
organization that are active members of Frontiers of Advanced Semiconductor Technology
(FAST), a partnership led by Oregon State University and consisting of 95 cross-sector
partners.

Registration is Open for the Oregon Talent Summit on May 19, 2026

Oregon’s Workforce and Talent Development Board (WTDB) and the Higher Education
Coordinating Commission (HECC) will be hosting the 2026 Oregon Talent Summit on
Tuesday, May 19, 2026 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. in person at the Salem Convention Center.

Register now for the Talent Summit

Join the Talent Summit mailing list

The 2026 Summit theme is Bridging Vision and Action: Forging Oregon’s Path Forward. A
core focus of the Summit is presenting the findings of the 2026 Oregon Talent Assessment—
the biannual analysis of Oregon’s workforce that identifies in-demand industries and
occupations, evaluates supply-demand alignment, assesses job quality, and provides regional
and equity insights. Learn more about the event and register.

Proposed Federal Rules Would Alter the Accreditation Process

The U.S. Department of Education’s draft proposal for accreditation-related regulations
represents a major departure from current practice by proposing to increase federal oversight
of the accreditation process, implementing new accreditation requirements, lowering
standards for new accreditor recognition, and altering the required composition of accrediting
bodies. The negotiated rulemaking committee recently concluded its first session and the
Department’s proposed regulations remain largely intact; a second, final round of negotiations
will take place in mid-May.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Ftinyurl.com%252Fhecc-belonging%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019de5dd0e28-1af8cc46-df8d-4ca7-8744-a8b2d73a2ee2-000000%2FgxmciiIjPm8g2kJrENCf3rDibCkd6DPcoqYoq3lodqM%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7Cdb068a73e80e4616912408dea7d90345%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639132747667725092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SK1QDBHZPfcz5XShXdGxvwY5p%2BRhJ4eYd65Scvz0EkA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Ftinyurl.com%252Fhecc-belonging%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019de5dd0e28-1af8cc46-df8d-4ca7-8744-a8b2d73a2ee2-000000%2FgxmciiIjPm8g2kJrENCf3rDibCkd6DPcoqYoq3lodqM%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7Cdb068a73e80e4616912408dea7d90345%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639132747667725092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SK1QDBHZPfcz5XShXdGxvwY5p%2BRhJ4eYd65Scvz0EkA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Ftinyurl.com%252Foktguide-hecc-belong%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019de5dd0e28-1af8cc46-df8d-4ca7-8744-a8b2d73a2ee2-000000%2FJyN-mgOr-ZrtI-Yx_BuhwdqIzvMvD4SXMgtpJCOFSpU%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7Cdb068a73e80e4616912408dea7d90345%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639132747667735583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SVq41KVzcWXY27Ik3SQCpWP7or%2BE1NqLvXAiQb35EWo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@oregonskitchentable.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FORHECC%252Fbulletins%252F410bfbe%2F1%2F0100019d554c0a98-c7746025-7dd6-493d-af0a-12f45e94881f-000000%2Fmx6YDTgVrni0X8B5JUknm9D-Xgfro0jfr7Jug8G0tX8%3D451&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7C892a560072d44655ae9208de91c9e296%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639108493756831565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YS6Gprfboy1Ip084EMOl2QxE44CzXVu3MwPwWjUAwkE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Ffast-engine.org%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019d554c0a98-c7746025-7dd6-493d-af0a-12f45e94881f-000000%2FzEsoTPBMOgk9v-wNngriCVI6N5_fRKeJYHZP4avtod8%3D451&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7C892a560072d44655ae9208de91c9e296%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639108493756842935%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2VojFgazPN9K6prreWu1HXPcnS0j1su1B%2FqTvCXNSy8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Ffast-engine.org%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019d554c0a98-c7746025-7dd6-493d-af0a-12f45e94881f-000000%2FzEsoTPBMOgk9v-wNngriCVI6N5_fRKeJYHZP4avtod8%3D451&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7C892a560072d44655ae9208de91c9e296%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639108493756842935%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2VojFgazPN9K6prreWu1HXPcnS0j1su1B%2FqTvCXNSy8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.oregon.gov%252Fworkforceboard%252FPages%252FOregon-Talent-Summit.aspx%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019d0d437378-1bdbab82-2b19-402f-a3a1-dff5a5505024-000000%2FSYhrWiDPBZE80p4keTWnsjIRW5XCbgIV-q2MEAeRj9E%3D449&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7Cd9656f059a144331179b08de86cc131c%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639096408528136533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tWFDQ7cq8hdOvcM3f%2BeJ0HewasGWI9qWU6l%2Fu37SRVI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwhova.com%252Fportal%252Fregistration%252FlppJUuHW0RgkxtnOeBsY%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019d0d437378-1bdbab82-2b19-402f-a3a1-dff5a5505024-000000%2Fn1pGlke2CaSA37pjUfTpLAxGdnV2zCZHOg63GHWeGj0%3D449&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7Cd9656f059a144331179b08de86cc131c%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639096408528148935%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t8Bx4PJqN7Lv5sdTO593f3iiPSwjHuzXlcnkhZjxalg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Fdata%3D05%25257C02%25257CEndi.HARTIGAN%252540hecc.oregon.gov%25257C5b7e09a51c7248f7946308de733dd7a3%25257Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%25257C0%25257C0%25257C639074906638856938%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526reserved%3D0%2526sdata%3DcPqr2ZwvbA6cH1y6zibydzN8WMbiDXOFNUa0P8SwYdc%25253D%2526url%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fz6h1.engage.squarespace-mail.com%25252Fr%25253Fc%25253Db_699c9f7f4f7b705ccacad6a5%252526l%25253Den-US%252526m%25253D699cbf4a3a0f19492d576404%252526s%25253DleXJkJELRXEPsXMSrcSfO_BS1sU%2525253D%252526u%25253Dhttps%2525253A%2525252F%2525252Fdocs.google.com%2525252Fforms%2525252Fd%2525252Fe%2525252F1FAIpQLSdvnLEdbqjNhFoSu9qe8MPCu31jT3uUMNQwL7X4DIBRRi997w%2525252Fviewform%2525253Fusp%2525253Dheader%25252526utm_medium%2525253Demail%25252526utm_source%2525253Dgovdelivery%252526utm_medium%25253Demail%252526utm_source%25253Dgovdelivery%252526w%25253D67c06c7a85e16209785a389a%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019d0d437378-1bdbab82-2b19-402f-a3a1-dff5a5505024-000000%2F8wLNDfJsjVNTJXZRnErJ1xP4wmbjPZp6DQ2Uz5nbDB0%3D449&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7Cd9656f059a144331179b08de86cc131c%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639096408528159322%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CGtOfIPcTPWecPWSYIcSsJO42YHZu55QAsftsfRaRfY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.oregon.gov%252Fworkforceboard%252FPages%252FOregon-Talent-Summit.aspx%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F2%2F0100019d0d437378-1bdbab82-2b19-402f-a3a1-dff5a5505024-000000%2FIbRoxseIjaN8xJHHWG9NBBC0XqZRplZbxFluObROF1g%3D449&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7Cd9656f059a144331179b08de86cc131c%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639096408528170060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0FMr9aTvCW97LSBQn%2BDqX3EKUI53Dn%2BgvBrlJ11vN04%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.insidehighered.com%252Fnews%252Fgovernance%252Faccreditation%252F2026%252F04%252F13%252Fexperts-new-accreditation-rules-threaten-academic-freedom%253Fmc_cid%3D34e09bc6bb%2526mc_eid%3D6a20af10ba%2526utm_campaign%3D34e09bc6bb-DNU_2021_COPY_02%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2526utm_term%3D0_1fcbc04421-34e09bc6bb-238282494%2F1%2F0100019df3bafa63-dd249afa-b2c3-4200-bf0b-5d3a91ba174d-000000%2FTMm5yRvd6ETcZ9m_-XGQi4Jasx7KnlH7Xqe1v4Z2PWw%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CGuthrie.STAFFORD%40hecc.oregon.gov%7C57c11914929e4db6911208dea9f6b03c%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639135074186201748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ezO24sVJGNpibTjRZrqkurakv6H6vv3ePZ3c4%2FQerOk%3D&reserved=0

	State Awards Grants to Build Workforce Pathways in the Semiconductor Industry

