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Appointment of Board Secretary 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Former Board Secretary Debbie Colbert stepped down from her position on October 31, 2021. 
Ms. Jackie Bangs was appointed as interim board secretary to provide continuity during this 
important time for OSU’s Board of Trustees, during which five new trustees joined the Board 
and the Board launched the presidential search with assistance from staff in the Provost’s 
Office. A search was launched for the permanent recruitment for the position of board secretary 
on October 21, 2021.  
 
The search committee was chaired by Katie Fast, executive director of government relations, 
and full membership included: Justin Fleming, manager of Motor Pool and Faculty Senate 
Administrative Appointments Committee Representative; Paul Odenthal, senior associate vice 
president for administration; Larry Roper, professor emeritus of the College of Liberal Arts and 
recent commissioner of the Oregon Higher Education Coordinating Commission; Melanie Rose, 
manager of strategic initiatives in the Division of Finance and Administration and Search 
Advocate; Rick Settersten, vice provost for faculty affairs; and Patti Snopkowski, chief audit, 
risk, and compliance executive.  
 
After screening interviews over Zoom, finalists were invited to the Corvallis campus for in-
person interviews and conversations with stakeholders. Finalists’ itineraries included one-on-
one meetings with President Becky Johnson, Provost Edward Feser, General Counsel Becca 
Gose and Vice President for Finance & Administration Mike Green; a meeting with members of 
the University Cabinet, the Board Work Group, the Provost’s Council of Deans and the 
Provost’s Senior Leadership Team; and a meeting with Assistant Board Secretary Jen 
Humphreys and Board Office Executive Assistant Lauren Skousen. Additionally, after campus 
visits, finalists met with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Board via Zoom. 
  
Results of reference calls were delivered to President Johnson, the appointing authority. The 
committee met and considered feedback from stakeholders engaged in the finalists’ campus 
visits, following which Search Chair Katie Fast provided President Johnson with the committee’s 
assessment of finalists.  
 
Despite these efforts, the search did not result in a hire of any of the candidates in the applicant 
pool. However, the analysis and discussion that was engaged in during the process helped to 
distill and clarify what we are seeking in this position. 
 
Throughout the search process, President Johnson observed that Ms. Jackie Bangs performed 
quite effectively as interim board secretary. After conversation with the Chair and Vice Chair of 
the Board, Johnson reached out to Bangs to offer her the permanent role, subject to approval by 
the Board, and Bangs accepted the offer. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
Per Article VIII, Officers of the University, Section 3, of the Board’s Bylaws, which can be found 
in Attachment 1, President Johnson will share her recommendation to the board for its approval 
at a special meeting on January 13, 2022. 
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Bylaws of the Board of Trustees of Oregon State University  
ARTICLE VIII: Officers of the University 

3. Secretary. The Secretary is appointed by the President, subject to Board approval. The 
Secretary serves as a liaison between the Board and the University administration and is 
responsible for supporting the Board and its committees, including the giving of required notices 
of meetings of the Board and the preparation of the minutes of meetings of the Board. The 
Secretary shall perform such other duties as assigned by the Board. 

 

https://leadership.oregonstate.edu/sites/leadership.oregonstate.edu/files/trustees/Policies/171020_amended_bylaws.pdf

