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November 14, 2018 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Members of the Executive & Audit Committee 

 

FROM:   Edward J. Ray, President 

 

SUBJECT:   Recommendations for Potential Board Candidates 

 

 

I am pleased to enclose the names of individuals I recommend as potential candidates for the 

vacant position on the Board anticipated next year. Each of these talented individuals has 

demonstrated leadership in their field, has a record of service, and is willing to serve on the 

Oregon State University Board of Trustees.  

 

For each of the individuals I am recommending, I have enclosed a brief biography. All of these 

candidates bring diverse perspective, experiences and skills to complement the Board as a whole.   

 

If the Committee concurs with these recommendations, the Chair of the Board will submit the 

names for the Governor’s consideration. We are hoping the Governor will make an appointment 

and submit a candidate for confirmation during the 2019 legislative session.   

 

I look forward to the Committee’s consideration of these candidates.  
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Lamar Hurd 
 
Television Analyst, Portland Trail Blazers Broadcasting 
Portland, OR 
 
2018-19 marks the third season for Lamar Hurd as Portland 
Trail Blazers Television Analyst. He provides basketball 
analysis and insight on all Trail Blazers broadcasts and across 
social media channels. He also joins game-day segments on 
the Toyota Pregame Show and makes appearances on Trail 
Blazers Courtside on Monday nights. Hurd came to the Trail Blazers from the Pac-12 
Network, where he was a college basketball analyst for four years. In 2014, he began 
broadcasting games for ESPN as well. From 2008-11, Hurd served as a primary college 
basketball analyst for Fox Sports Northwest and Root Sports. With these networks, he 
provided commentary and basketball insight for their studio show, College Hoops Northwest, 
and also live broadcasts at Pac-12 men’s basketball games.  From 2007-2009, Lamar served 
as the Director of Basketball at The Hoop in Beaverton, and from 2009-2012 he co-owned All 
In One Basketball, a sport recreation program that focuses on the needs of all youth and 
families placing emphasis on both developing basketball skills and citizenship. 
 
Mr. Hurd earned his BS in Communications from Oregon State University in 2006 where he 
was the starting point guard for Oregon State from 2002-06, received All Pac-10 Honors, 
shared the team’s MVP award, and was named to the Pac-10 All Academic first team. In 
2006, Lamar won the Pac-10 medal, which is awarded annually to only one male and female 
student-athlete at each of the conference’s institutions who best exemplifies excellence on 
and off the playing field. He played professional basketball in Germany from 2006-07, but 
returned to the United States in order to share his love of the game with local kids. He is the 
Executive Director of the youth organization called The Other Side of Basketball, a program 
that uses the influence of basketball to positively impact lives through integrity, honesty and 
discipline.  
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Suzanne “Sue” McGrath  
 
President and Principal, Vision Capital Management, Inc. 
Portland, OR 
 
Sue McGrath is president and principal of Vision Capital Management, 
Inc., an investment management firm she founded with her daughter, 
Marina Johnson, nineteen years ago. She also provides the firm with 
tax and estate planning expertise.  
 

Previously, Ms. McGrath served as an investment advisor with Black & 
Company, Inc. and Piper Jaffray. Prior to this investment work, she was 
a certified public account (CPA) with the firm that is now Grant 
Thornton and later founded Lang McGrath & Company, CPAs, 
which was sold to Moss Adams. Before going into careers in 
investing and accounting, she taught mathematics at Oregon 
State University and Newberg High School.  
 
Ms. McGrath was named an honorary trustee of the OSU Foundation in 2013, having 
served on the board from 1997 until 2013. During her time on the board, she was a 
member of the Audit, Executive, and Investment committees. She is a current member 
of the Beaver Political Action Committee and the Women’s Giving Circle. Ms. McGrath 
served on the College of Science Board of Advisors from 2014 until 2017. She received 
the 2017 College of Science Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award and was 
honored with the Martin Chaves Lifetime Achievement Award in 2015. 
 
Ms. McGrath earned her B.S. in mathematics from OSU in 1970. Ms. McGrath 
serves on the board of directors of ARCS Foundation Oregon and is currently co- 
president. She is a strong supporter of the university, and a prominent longtime 
ambassador for OSU in Portland. In addition to her involvement with the OSU 
Foundation, Sue has been active with and a supporter of OSU Athletics and the 
College of Science. 
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D’Anna Piro Foster 

 
Global Strategy Director, Nike Women’s  
Portland, Oregon 
 

Since 2016, D’Anna Piro Foster has served as the Nike 
Women’s Global Strategy Director. In her role she crafts 
consumer-focused strategic plans to unlock growth and 
drive focus across the organization. Previously, she served 
as the Global Strategy Director and manager for Nike 
Factory Stores and as Global Strategy Manager, Direct to Consumer at Nike. D’Anna 
has a passion for global business and multi-cultural experiences and people. In 
graduate school, she participated in and led global study trips to India and Ecuador, 
and at Nike she has led diverse teams and projects, taking her across Asia and 
Europe. 
 
She received her MBA from Stanford Graduate School of Business in 2013 and an 
Honors BS in Business Administration and Exercise and Sports Science in 2009 at 
Oregon State University. She is a recipient of the 2015 OSUAA Young Alumni Award. 
While at OSU, she was a star Beaver gymnast, an active member of the Student-
Athlete Advisory Council, a Senator on the Student Council, and a member of the 
Rumbanana Salsa Dancing Performance Group. While at Oregon State she received 
the Pac-10 Leadership Award and was awarded Pac-10 All-Academic First Team. 
 
 
 
 


