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Academic Program Extension: 
BS in Environmental Sciences 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Program Proposed Start Date 
Fall 2019 
 
Program Description 
Bachelor of Science (BS) in Environmental Sciences. The full proposal is available at: 
https://secure.oregonstate.edu/ap/cps/proposals/view/99417. 
 
This proposal is to add OSU-Cascades as a location for the BS in Environmental Sciences 
degree. The Environmental Sciences (ENSC) degree builds on the interdisciplinary strengths in 
the natural and social sciences at OSU. Students learn broadly about environmental sciences 
from a variety of perspectives, while deeply exploring one area of specialization. Experiential 
learning is a key part of the degree program since participating in research or an internship 
provides an opportunity to actively engage in the field of environmental sciences outside the 
classroom. 
  
Program Context 
The BS in Environmental Sciences is administered within the College of Earth, Ocean, and 
Atmospheric Sciences (CEOAS). The Environmental Sciences degree currently exists on the 
Corvallis campus and is offered fully through Ecampus. This proposal is to bring this existing 
interdisciplinary degree to the Bend campus. Currently, with the exception of one course, all 
courses are already approved for offer at OSU-Cascades and have been offered in a face-to-
face format for a number of years as part of other degrees, such as Natural Resources.  
 
The Environmental Sciences major requires credits in seven categories: 48 credits of 
baccalaureate core; 51–53 credits of basic science and math; 27–36 credits of environmental 
sciences and humanities; 27–31 credits of specialization; a 3 credit writing intensive course; a 
minimum of 3 credits in experiential learning; and 4–53 credits of elective courses (depends on 
the number of baccalaureate core electives that will also meet requirements of the major). 
 
The university baccalaureate core course (BCC) requirement is met with 48 credits and a writing 
intensive course (WIC). The environmental sciences student satisfies the general education 
requirement by selecting 27 unrestricted credits from the general list of approved courses and 
21 credits from a restrictive list of BCC courses, which simultaneously satisfy requirements for 
the Environmental Sciences major. The WIC and Synthesis courses required as part of the BCC 
are satisfied by courses taken as part of the environmental sciences core curriculum. 
 
Other than location and only offering the Applied Ecology and the Conservation, Resources, 
and Sustainability options, ENSC at OSU-Cascades will be the same as the academic program 
in Corvallis. Ecampus course offerings and video cross-campus courses will complement the 
courses offered in-person in Bend and provide expanded opportunities for students. 
 
Program Purpose/Relationship to University Mission and Strategic Plan 
The BS in Environmental Sciences directly addresses Goal 1 and three signature areas of 
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distinction in OSU’s strategic plan (https://leadership.oregonstate.edu/strategic-plan). 
 
The proposed BS addresses Goal 1, which focuses on preeminence in research, scholarship, 
and innovation, particularly in the university’s three Signature Areas of Distinction: the science 
of sustainable earth ecosystems, health and wellness, and economic prosperity and social 
progress. Environmental Sciences addresses human-environment relationships and processes 
essential for the environment, human health and well-being, and economic and societal 
progress.  
 
Need for the Program 
OSU-Cascades supports the university’s land grant mission, contributes to the need to provide 
access to an undergraduate education in what has been the largest region in the state without a 
four-year university, and helps meet state education goals. OSU-Cascades is expected to grow 
enrollment to between 3,000 and 5,000 students over the coming decades. To support this 
enrollment, OSU-Cascades needs to increase program offerings. Environmental Sciences 
continues to be a popular undergraduate degree in Corvallis and through Ecampus with strong 
post-graduation job placement. ENSC and Natural Resources (NR) share a suite of core 
courses but diverge in the science and math requirements for graduation. Offering ENSC at 
OSU-Cascades will attract students interested in a more science-based study of earth 
resources and issues while NR will continue to provide a degree path for students interested in 
a broader policy and application-based degree. Prospective students and employers often ask 
recruiters, advisors, and the program lead about the availability of the Environmental Sciences 
degree at OSU-Cascades. 
Programs in or related to environmental sciences exist at Portland State University, Oregon 
Institute of Technology, and Southern Oregon University. Initial impressions from those program 
leads is that development of ENSC at OSU-Cascades may have some small impact on 
enrollment at these institutions because of geographical interest, but in the long run, ENSC at all 
institutions will remain strong due to increasing needs for resource professionals in the public 
and private sectors. 
 
Program Financials 
OSU-Cascades currently teaches all but one of the courses in the Environmental Sciences 
degree. One tenured, one tenure-track, and two full-time instructors make up the faculty core for 
this program in Bend. In addition, courses offered by faculty in science, the social sciences, and 
liberal studies augment the core curriculum. No new full-time faculty are needed to offer this 
program. It is anticipated that there may be a need for approximately five courses taught by 
part-time faculty at a cost of approximately $21,500/year. Additional annual costs are $810 for 
office supplies. Library holdings and facilities are deemed sufficient.   
 
Student enrollments are estimated at 12-15 students per year. The first full class of graduates is 
expected in 2023. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
All appropriate university committees and the OSU Faculty Senate have positively reviewed the 
proposed program. The Provost recommends that the Academic Strategies Committee approve 
the establishment of a BS in Environmental Sciences at the OSU-Cascades, effective in fall 
2019, pending the support of the Statewide Provosts Council and the approval of the Higher 
Education Coordinating Commission. 




