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Institutional Accreditation 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Oregon State University is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and 
Universities (NWCCU), one of seven regional accreditation agencies recognized by the Council 
for Higher Education Accreditation. OSU was last accredited in 2011.  
 
CURRENT STATUS 
 
After 18 months of self-reflection and input from hundreds of contributors, OSU is positioned to 
finalize our Year Seven Self-Evaluation Report and submit it to the NWCCU. This report builds 
on other NWCCU reports, including the Year One Evaluation Report (2011), the Mid-Cycle Self-
Evaluation Report (2014) and two Ad Hoc Evaluation Reports (2012 and 2015). The format and 
specific standards for the reports are prescribed by the NWCCU, are interconnected and build 
upon each other, providing a framework for continuous improvement within OSU. The Self-
Evaluation Report serves as the basis by which we will be evaluated by a team of peer 
evaluators during the April 15-17, 2019, site visit conducted by the NWCCU. 
 
The report includes our assessment of the following five NWCCU standards: 
 

• Standard 1: Mission and Core Themes  
• Standard 2: Resources and Capacity 
• Standard 3: Planning and Implementation 
• Standard 4: Effectiveness and Improvement 
• Standard 5: Mission Fulfillment, Adaptation and Sustainability 

 
During the current accreditation cycle, the university has been guided by its past two strategic 
plans. The 2014-18 strategic plan, Focus on Excellence, which articulates the university’s 
distinctive focus on academic excellence in all aspects of learning, discovery and engagement, 
has provided key guidance during this cycle. At the onset of the seven-year accreditation cycle, 
the university identified three core themes which are carried forward in the accreditation self-
evaluation: 1) undergraduate education, 2) research and graduate education, and 3) outreach 
and engagement. Alignment of the self-study core themes with SP3.0 strategic plan goals is 
shown below: 
 

NWCCU Accreditation Core 
Themes 

SP3.0 Goals 

1. Undergraduate Education 1. Provide a transformative educational experience for 
all learners 

2. Research and Graduate 
Education 

2. Demonstrate leadership in research, scholarship and 
creativity 

3. Outreach and Engagement 3. Strengthen OSU’s impact and reach throughout the 
state and beyond 

 
To demonstrate that OSU is making progress with assessing our accomplishments and meeting 
our land-grant mission and the goals of our strategic planning, the accreditation steering 
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committee and subcommittees have defined objectives and indicators of achievement for each 
core theme and are utilizing the SP3.0 metrics and targets to gauge substantive progress and 
mission fulfillment over the seven year cycle. 

Core Theme 1 — Undergraduate Education 

The undergraduate experience is at the core of our university’s mission. To 
provide the best undergraduate experience, the university strives to provide an 
excellent teaching and learning environment to achieve student access, 
persistence and success through graduation and beyond. The four objectives 
for core theme one are:  

• Provide broad and continuing access to undergraduate university 
degrees for the people of Oregon and beyond. 

• Provide rigorous and effective undergraduate degree programs. 
• Provide a supportive and healthy learning environment for student 

success and leadership development at all levels. 
• Use faculty research and scholarship to enrich the undergraduate 

curriculum. 
 
Core Theme 2 — Research and Graduate Education 

The Carnegie Classifications of Institutions of Higher Education classifies 
Oregon State University as a Doctoral University: Highest Research Activity. 
OSU is one of only two land, sea, space and sun grant universities in the 
United States. As such, research and graduate education are interconnected 
and essential components of the university, its mission and its commitment to 
student success and the research enterprise. Research also supports our 
undergraduate students and creates opportunities for them to explore 
graduate opportunities. The three objectives for core theme two are:  

• Create and maintain a diverse research and scholarship environment 
that consistently achieves high impacts.  

• Attract, retain and support high quality and diverse students for 
graduate programs. 

• Provide high-quality training to support graduate students’ degree 
completion and prepare them for post-graduation opportunities. 

 
Core Theme 3 — Outreach and Engagement 

Outreach and engagement at Oregon State University provides access to 
education and discovery for learners, communities and stakeholders not 
always located at one of OSU’s campuses and using means beyond 
traditional classroom-based instruction. The university aims to actively engage 
with the communities we serve, promoting economic vitality and quality of life. 
The three objectives for core theme three are:  

• Extend transformative educational experiences to learners, 
communities and organizations using means beyond traditional 
classroom-based instruction. 

• Increase collaboration with communities and stakeholders to build and 
sustain mutually beneficial and reciprocal relationships to advance 
learning, research and engagement opportunities. 
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• Increase the impact of OSU’s outreach and engagement on economic 
development and quality of life throughout Oregon and beyond. 

 
During the past year, members of the accreditation steering committee and subcommittees 
have engaged the university community in the accreditation process and many faculty and staff 
have provided data and narrative for the different sections of the Self-Evaluation Report. The 
steering committee’s current focus is reviewing draft chapters of the Seven Self-Evaluation 
Report and preparing for the site visit. During February and March, the accreditation project 
team will host several information sessions open to the OSU community. These sessions will 
provide an overview of the Self-Evaluation Report and explain what to expect during the site 
visit. The university accreditation webpage will also provide updates and schedules throughout 
the process. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
The university will complete the Self-Evaluation Report and deliver it to the NWCCU and peer 
evaluator team by February 25, 2019. A link to the final report will also be provided to the Board 
of Trustees. Prior to that time, a copy of the draft report is available to trustees upon request. 
The site visit will occur April 15-17, 2019. The Accreditation Liaison and Board Secretary will 
coordinate requests from the team to meet with members of the Board. A final determination 
and recommendations are expected from the NWCCU in summer 2019. Staff will continue to 
provide regular progress reports and updates to the Academic Strategies Committee throughout 
this process.  


